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GIVES  THE  'AT  RISK'  ARTHRITIC  PATIENT 
THE  PROTECTION  TO  STOMACH  NSAIDs 


PREVENTION 

200  micrograms  two,  three  or 
four  times  daily 


800  micrograms  daily  in  two  or  four 
divided  doses 


Cytotec  is  a  new  prostaglandin  replacement 
therapy  for  arthritic  patients  at  risk  of 
gastroduodenal  damage  associated  with 
non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory  agents. 

Cytotec  is  effective  both  for  the  prevention1 
and  healing2  of  NSAID-induced  peptic  ulcer, 


without  reducing  the  effectiveness  of  the 
concurrent  anti-inflammatory  treatment.2 

The  Cytotec  dosage  is  flexible  to  fit  with 
the  NSAID  regimen. 

Cytotec  is  available  in  a  calendar  pack  of 
112  tablets.  PIP  Code:  450320 


CO-PRESCRIBE 


misoprostol 

WITH  NSAIDS 

THE  ONLY  ANTI-ULCER  AGENT  LICENSED 
FOR  CO-PRESCRIPTION  WITH  NSAIDs 

FOR  SALES  ORDER  INFORMATION  PHONE  0800  585II3  FREE  OF  CHARGE 


CYTOTEC  ▼  Abbreviated  Prescribing  Information 

Presentation:  Tablet  containing  misoprostol  200  micrograms  Uses:  Healing  of  duodenal  and  gastric  ulcer  induced  by  nonsteroidal  anti-inflammatory  drugs  (NSAID)  in 
arthritic  patients  at  risk,  whilst  continuing  NSAID  therapy  Prophylaxis  of  NSAID-induced  ulcers  Healing  of  duodenal  and  gastric  ulcer  Dosage:  Adults  including  the 
elderly.  Healing  of  duodenal  and  gastric  ulcer:  800  micrograms  daily  in  two  or  four  divided  doses  taken  with  breakfast  and/or  each  main  meal  and  at  bedtime 
Prophylaxis  of  NSAID-induced  ulcer:  200  micrograms  twice  daily,  three  times  daily  or  four  times  daily  Refer  to  data  sheet  for  additional  information 
Contraindications:  Pregnant  women,  women  of  childbearing  age,  patients  allergic  to  prostaglandins  Precautions:  Cylotec  does  not  produce  hypotension  in  clinical 
studies  at  ulcer-healing  doses,  nevertheless  exercise  caution  in  disease  states  where  hypotension  might  precipitate  severe  complications  Adverse  reactions:  Mild  and 
transient  diarrhoea  may  occur  Other  adverse  events  reported  included  abdominal  pain,  dyspepsia,  flatulence  and  nausea,  although  a  causal  relationship  to  Cylotec  has 
not  been  established  Basic  NHS  Price:  £26  00  per  112  pack  Product  Licence  Number:  0020/0115 
References 

1  Graham  DY.  Agrawal  N  Presented  at  International  Congresses  of  Gastroenterology  and  Digestive  Endoscopy.  Rome,  September,  1988 

2  Agrawal  N,  Roth  S,  Mahowald  M  etal  Gastroenterology  1987,  92:  1290 

CC/ID/CO/OfiO/n      G  D  Searle&Co  Ltd  ,  PO  Box  53.  Lane  End  Road,  High  Wycombe.  Bucks  HP12  4HL  Cytotec.  Searle  and  Gold  Cross  are 
OdnLr  /^^OiTVCC   mistered  trade  marks 

C/O  OnC/v>0    Data  Sheet  with  full  prescribing  information  is  available  on  request 
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A dramatic  change  will  have  taken  place  in  the 
relationship  between  wholesalers  and  retailers  in  five 
years  time,  according  to  David  Taylor,  Vestric's 
managing  director  (p686).  Since  independent  pharmacists 
and  their  suppliers  have  developed  an  increasingly 
symbiotic  partnership  in  recent  years  does  this  mean  the 
two  will  be  tied  even  closer  in  the  future?  On  present 
evidence  the  answer  must  be  "yes".  The  rise  of  the 
chemist  symbol  groups,  discount  incentives  and  dedicated 
computer  equipment,  coupled  with  a  shrinking  wholesaler 
network,  has  meant  an  increasing  polarisation  of  business. 
Any  substantial  shift  upsets  the  boat  and  margins  are  too 
small  to  prevent  depots  closing.  The  recent  closure  of  six 
Macarthy  depots  can  be  partly  attributed  to  loss  of  business 
following  the  announcement  of  the  Unichem  share  scheme. 
So  wholesalers  need  to  develop  every  means  at  their 
disposal  to  ensure  the  loyalty  of  retail  customers. 

The  increase  in  self-distribution  by  the  growing  number 
of  multiples,  especially  of  the  more  profitable  fast  moving 
lines,  also  erodes  the  business  available  to  mainline 
wholesalers,  making  them  increasingly  dependent  on  the 
independent  sector.  Mr  Taylor  admits  the  AAH  franchise 


scheme  is  a  means  of  offsetting  this  drain  and  talks  of  the 
plans  the  company  intends  to  urge  on  its  franchisees,  from 
core  inventories  to  in-store  advertisements  paid  for  by 
manufacturers. 

It  seems  independent  chemists  must  face  up  to  the 
increasing  interference  of  wholesalers  in  the  running  of 
their  business  as  the  price  of  keeping  up  with  competition 
in  the  High  Street.  They  can,  of  course,  choose  to  pass  up 
the  promotional  packages  and  own  label  lines,  but  at  what 
cost?  Wholesalers  have  the  marketing  muscle,  the 
knowledge  and  the  need  to  push  goods  out  of  the  shop 
door.  By  and  large  both  parties  benefit  from  a  close  working 
relationship.  Mr  Taylor  found  it  strange  that  there  will  be 
no  strong  co-operative  supplier  in  the  UK  if  Unichem  have 
their  way.  There  is  in  almost  every  other  European 
country.  That  there  may  not  be  suggests  that  independent 
pharmacists  are  satisfied  with  the  current  level  of  service. 
Or  is  it  that  the  "  co-operative ' '  advantage ,  made  much  of 
by  Unichem  managing  director  Peter  Dodd,  has  pressured 
the  rest  into  even  greater  efforts?  With  that  particular  '  'co- 
op" incentive  removed  the  way  may  be  open  for  even 
greater  changes  than  Mr  Taylor  predicts. 
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FPCs  vote  for  one 
mile  radius  review 


The  Society  of  Family  Practitioner 
Committees  has  asked  its  Council 
to  review  the  current  one  mile 
radius  dispensing  limit  for 
pharmacies  in  rural  areas  and  to 
make  recommendations  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

A  member  of  the  Rural 
Dispensing  Committee  Mr  W.H. 
Rawson  said  there  was  a  danger  of 
not  achieving  progress  because  of 
polarisation  between  the  interests 
of  pharmacists  and  dispensing 
doctors.  He  saw  the  need  to 
safeguard  services,  but  he  told  the 
FPC  Conference  in  Bournemouth 
he  regarded  it  as  "a  matter  of 
regret  that  the  viability  of  one 
profession  is  achieved  at  the 
expense  of  another" . 

Proposing  the  review,  Mr 
Noel  Baumber  (Lines  LPC 
secretary)  referred  to  the  RDC 
effectively  giving  a  six  mile  radius 
to  sustain  a  pharmacy  providing 
excellent  services  to  1,500 
remote  patients  in  Lincolnshire. 
"Distance  is  no  longer  an  obstacle 
if  you  plan  to  serve  patients 
properly,"  he  said.  "What  we 

Repeat 
scripts  bid 

The  Government  is  looking  to 
Family  Practitioner  Committees 
to  encourage  doctors  to  develop 
systems  to  control  their  repeat 
prescribing,  as  part  of  a  drive  for 
more  effective  and  economic 
prescribing. 

Health  Minister  David  Mellor 
told  FPCs  at  their  annual 
conference  last  week  that  he 
expected  them  to  play  a 
"leadership  role"  in  such 
matters.  "To  do  this  FPCs  will 
need  to  have  access  to  information 
being  supplied  by  the  Prescription 
Pricing  Authority.  I  have  asked 
my  officials  to  discuss  how  this  can 
be  achieved  with  the  medical 
profession  and  FPCs. 

"I  am  pleased  to  announce 
today  that  we  intend  to  invite 
several  FPCs  to  'pilot'  this  new 
approach  using  the  new 
information.  We  hope  to  start  later 
this  financial  year,"  Mr  Mellor 
said. 

Expenditure  on  the  family 
practitioner  services,  excluding 
the  drugs  bill,  grew  by  41  percent 
in  real  terms  since  1979  —  or 
nearly  three  times  the  rate  of 
overall  growth,  he  said. 


need  now  are  solutions  which  are 
at  least  rational  and  relate  to 
people  not  fields." 

Mr  Baumber  said  the  one  mile 
radius  is  obsolete  because  it  takes 
no  account  of  modern  mobility.  A 
pharmacy  and  the  community  it 
served  were  mutually  dependent. 
' '  Until  we  recognise  and  sensibly 
define  that  relationship,  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  properly  tackle  the 
economic  redistribution  of 
pharmacies." 

Referring  to  present 
legislation,  Mr  Baumber  said  that 
a  review  must  include  the 
implications  for  urban  areas  and 
controlled  localities.  It  was  in  the 
public's  interest  that  higher  levels 
of  co-ordinated  service  and  care 
should  develop  from  detailed 
consideration  of  a  philosophy  of 
mutual  dependency. 

The  motion  requesting  "the 
Society's  Council  to  review  the 
impact,  in  terms  of  patient  access, 
of  the  current  one  mile  radius  limit 
for  pharmacies  in  rural  dispensing 
areas  and  in  the  light  of  its  findings 
recommend  to  the  Secretary  of 


Generic  manufacturers  Kerfoot 
Pharmaceuticals  are  lobbying  for 
inclusion  of  generic  original  packs 
in  the  Drug  Tariff. 

The  company  launched  a 
seven  strong  range  of  generic 
OPs  in  July  and  plan  to  extend  it  to 
include  propranolol  and 
glibenclamide  in  the  New  Year. 
However,  in  spite  of  a  "positive 
response ' '  from  pharmacists  and 
sales  already  running  into 
"hundreds  of  units  per  week" 
Kerfoot  have  run  up  against  the 
problem  that  pharmacists  are  only 
re-imburse  at  a  pro  rata  rate  of  the 
Tariff  price ,  thus  sustaining  a  loss 
if  they  use  generic  OPs. 


State  any  changes  which  it 
considers  desirable  in  the 
interests  of  patients" ,  was  passed 
by  a  large  majority. 

Other  conference  motions 
gaining  support  called  for 
adequate  professional  indemnity 
to  be  held  under  the  Terms  of 
Service  for  all  practitioners,  and  a 
review  of  pharmacy  minor 
relocation  regulations. 

Concern  was  also  levelled  at 
the  Government's  apparent 
support  for  parallel  imported 
medicines. 

FPCs/NAHA  to  split 

The  Society  of  FPCs  is  to 
establish  itself  as  a  free  standing 
body  and  ask  the  National 
Association  of  Health  Authorities 
for  a  change  in  its  constitution, 
following  almost  unanimous 
support  from  the  conference  at 
Bournemouth. 

Mrs  Renee  Myers  (Brent  and 
Harrow  FPC)  has  been  installed 
as  the  new  president  of  the 
Society. 


It  seems  unlikely  that  generic 
OPs  will  be  recognised  in  the  Drug 
Tariff  in  the  near  future,  says 
PSNC  secretary  Stephen  Axon. 
"If  the  generic  houses  get  their 
act  together  to  supply  standard 
generic  packs  there  might  be 
some  progress." 

If  a  prescriber  orders  an 
original  pack  PPA  will  pay  the 
pharmacist  for  the  smallest  OP 
available.  If  a  generic  is  ordered  as 
an  OP,  with  the  myriad  of  generics 
on  the  market  the  PPA  is  put  into 
considerable  difficulty  ascertaining 
the  smallest  pack,  says  Mr  Axon. 
"Ordering  of  generics  by  'OP' 
would  be  inappropriate . ' ' 


SGM  waits  on 
supervision 
proposals 

John  Davies  is  not  intending  to  call 
a  special  general  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society 
until  after  Council  has  presented 
its  suggestions  on  how 
pharmacists  might  supervise 
dispensing  (last  week,  p625). 

"I  will  look  at  the  proposals 
and  judge  them  accordingly,"  he 
told  Chemist  &  Druggist.  He  has 
collected  over  100  signatures 
from  pharmacists  supporting  him 
in  his  bid  for  an  SGM  to  propose  a 
motion  of  "no  confidence"  in 
Council  over  dispensing 
supervision. 

Mr  Davies  said  one  problem 
was  how  to  obtain  a 
representative  view  of  the  whole 
membership,  as  the  Society  is 
against  holding  a  referendum. 
"Even  if  250  pharmacists  at  an 
SGM  were  in  favour  of  a  final 
check  on  a  dispensed  medicine, 
this  would  not  carry  sufficient 
weight, ' '  he  said.  "There  must  be 
a  way  to  make  the  final  decision 
reflect  everyone's  views.  My 
next  move  might  to  be  suggest  a 
means  by  which  Council  might  fa 
agree  to  get  a  more  realistic! 
result." 

Cash  concern 
for  grading 

Guild  Council  members  are  I 
increasingly  concerned  about  I 
funding  for  flexible  grading  in  the  I 
light  of  reported  difficulties  in! 
implementing  such  a  scheme  for  i 
speech  therapists  and  the! 
potential  cash  shortfall  for  the  ■  f 
nurses' clinical  grade  structure.  I 

However,  Council  says  it  has;  j 
been  reassured  to  hear  that  the  I 
staff  side  regards  the  funding  ! 
implications  of  any  flexible  grading  1 1 
structure  to  be  of  paramount^ 
importance  in  ongoingjii 
Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council  I 
discussions.  PWC  met  on  October!]. 
12  as  C&D  went  to  press. 

The  Guild  is  monitoring  any  J) 
privatisation  proposals  for  hospital  I 
pharmaceutical  services  nationally;;, 
and  is  to  meet  the  Warrington  HAl 
to  discuss  its  proposals. 

Forthcoming  meetings!" 
between  the  Guild  and  the  Royal  I 
Society  and  RPhOs  respectively,  I 
will  discuss  issues  such  as  Nuffield!1 
implementation,  preregistrationjrl 
training,  professional  indemnity!! 
insurance  and  hospital  syringe  and  I 
needle  exchange  schemes. 

The  next  Guild  AGM  will  be 
asked  to  ratify  minor  charges  tog 
Guild  rules  and  constitution. 


DRUG  TARIFF  COMPARISONS 


Original  pack 

Original 

Pack 

Bulk  Drug 

pro-rata  to 

pack 

Product 

size 

Tariff 

bulk  Tariff 

list  price 

Amoxycillin  caps  250mg 

21 

£13.79/100 

£2.90 

£  3.45 

Amoxycillin  caps  500mg 

21 

£27.54/100 

£5.78 

£  6.90 

Frusemide  tabs  20mg 

28 

£0.36 

£  0.55 

Frusemide  tabs  40mg 

28 

£  4.00/1000 

£0.11 

£  0.66 

Naproxen  tabs  250mg 

60 

£20.40/250 

£4.90 

£  5.86 

Naproxen  tabs  500mg 

60 

£16.34/100 

£9.80 

£11.72 

Penicillin  VK  tabs  250mg 

20 

£16.50/1000 

£0.33 

£  0.88 

Kerfoot  push  for 
generic  OPs  on  Tariff 
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Patients 


PSNC  and  Alan  Smith 
part  company 


report  ADRs 

Large  scale  prescription  event 
reporting  by  patients  may  prove 
useful  in  early  detection  of 
reactions  to  new  drugs,  according 
to  a  study  by  a  research 
pharmacist  and  three  medical 
lecturers  in  Australia,  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  last  week. 

Twenty  community 
pharmacists  distributed  267  forms 
to  patients  prescribed  amoxycillin 
or  trimethoprimsulphameth- 
oxazole.  The  questionnaires  were 
either  reaction  report  forms  or 
combined  event/reaction  report 
forms.  Pharmacists  did  not 
counsel  patients  about  adverse 
reactions.  The  forms  were  simply 
presented  as  "a  survey  of  the 
health  of  people  who  have  to  take 
medicines". 

The  overall  response  rate  was 
77  per  cent  (206  forms  returned) . 
The  reliability  of  the  clinical  event 
reports  was  checked  by 
comparing  them  with  telephone 
interviews  with  the  same 
respondents.  The  reports  were 
found  to  be  reliable  with  85  per 
cent  agreement. 

Patients  attributed  fewer 
adverse  events  to  drug  treatment 
than  did  two  experts  who  were 
supplied  with  information  on 
events  experienced  by  patients. 
This  was  particularly  so  for  skin 
and  bowel  disorders.  Overall  the 
agreement  between  patients  and 
experts  was  high,  probably,  say 
the  researchers,  because  they 
agreed  that  most  of  the  events 
were  not  related  to  treatment. 

Although  patients'  reaction 
reports  were  found  to  have  a 
higher  positive  predictive  value 
than  their  event  reports  the 
researchers  were  concerned  at 
the  low  sensitivity  of  the  system. 
But  although  still  unsure  of  the 
value  of  postmarketing 
surveillance  based  on  patients' 
reports,  the  researchers  feel  a 
large  scale  trial  of  event  reporting 
by  patients  is  justified. 


Mr  Alan  Smith,  chief  executive  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee,  has  left 
the  organisation.  Both  parties  are 
understood  to  be  agreeing 
settlement  terms  and  neither  was 
available  for  comment. 

However,  PSNC  has  issued 
the  following  statement:  "The 
PSNC  wishes  to  announce  that 
Mr  A.J.  Smith,  chief  executive  of 
12  years  standing,  has  left  the 
organisation  with  effect  from 
September  30,  1988." 

Mr  Smith  joined  PSNC  in 
September  1976  after  becoming  a 
solicitor.  He  was  apprenticed  with 


The  number  of  prescriptions  for 
blacklisted  products  being 
returned  to  pharmacists  as 
disallowed  is  still  about  4,000  a 
month. 

David  Coleman,  Pharma- 
ceutical Services  Negotiating 
Committee  vice-chairman,  was  to 
have  given  this  information  in  a 
talk  to  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine  forum  on  clinical 
pharmacology  and  therapeutics  on 
Wednesday  after  C&D  went  to 
press. 

The  effects  on  community 
pharmacy  of  the  limited  list  had 
been  a  mixed  bag  —  some  positive 
and  some  negative,  he  said.  In 
some  cases  there  had  been 
significant  reduction  in 
prescription  numbers.  There  had 
been  an  increase  in  private 
dispensing  and  more  time  spent 
reassuring  patients.   Not  all 


Alan  Smith,  FPS 


patients  accepted  the  changes 
readily  and  it  was  difficult  to 
explain  why  a  patient  could  not 
have  what  the  doctor  prescribed. 
Sales  of  blacklisted  products  in 
community  pharmacy  nUcTnsen 
considerably,  although  self- 
medication  was  already  increasing 
and  escalating  prescription 
charges  made  OTC  purchases 
more  attractive. 

A  welcome  trend  was  that  the 
list  had  involved  the  pharmacist 
more  with  the  patient,  the 
speaker  said,  and  had  increased 
the  use  of  the  pharmacy  as  first 
port  of  call  for  the  symptomatic 
relief  of  minor  ailments.  And  it  had 
led  to  a  questioning  of  the  role  of 
medicines  and  their  placebo 
effect. 

If  £70  million  was  saved  each 
year  to  spend  on  other  areas  of  the 
health  service,  that  must  be  good, 

Neuroleptic 
unveiled 

A  new  neuroleptic  agent  for  the 
treatment  of  schizophrenia  was 
unveiled  by  Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals  last  week. 
Risperidone  offers  monotherapy 
for  the  treatment  of  schizophrenia 
and  other  disorders. 

Risperidone  is  currently 
undergoing  clinical  trials  in  Europe 
and  the  United  States,  and  is 
expected  to  be  marketed  in  about 
four  years  time. 

It  is  a  potent  inhibitor  of  the 


Boots  the  Chemists,  and  qualified 
from  Leicester  in  1955.  After  a 
further  period  with  Boots  Mr 
Smith  spent  five  years  with  Glaxo 
as  a  representative  before 
entering  private  practice.  He 
eventually  owned  eight 
pharmacies  before  selling  up  to 
concentrate  on  studying  law. 

Made  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1978 
'  'for  distinction  in  the  profession 
of  pharmacy",  Mr  Smith  was 
awarded  the  Distinguished 
Service  Medal  of  the  Pharmacy 
Guild  of  Australia  at  the  FIP 
Conference  in  September. 


but  if  these  areas  could  not  be 
identified,  was  that  still  so  good? 
he  asked.  If  doctors  rationalised 
their  prescribing,  that  too  would 
be  good,  but  if  it  confused  patients 
instead  was  it  still  so  good? 

Mr  Coleman  saw  a  number  of 
"storm  clouds"  looming.  The 
first  was  "me  too"  products  with 
different  indications.  It  was 
ridiculous  to  blacklist  one  product 
and  not  another  of  identical 
formula  but  different  indication. 
Clever  schemes  to  get  round  the 
regulations  discredited  the 
industry'  and  confused  prescribers 
and  patients,  he  said.  He  also 
thought  there  should  be  a  clearer 
distinction  between  borderline 
substances  and  blacklisted 
medicines  as  many  pharmacists 
were  now  not  being  paid  when  the 
doctor  prescribed  ACBS  drugs, 
which  was  not  so  before  the  list. 


neurotransmitter  serotonin,  Dr 
Niemegeers  of  Janssen  told  an 
international  symposium  held  in 
Belgium,  to  celebrate  30  years  of 
Janssen's  research  in  psychiatry. 
Haloperidol  was  discovered  by 
Paul  Janssen  in  1959. 

Risperidone  has  mood 
elevating  symptoms  and  is 
virtually  free  from  extrapyramidal 
side  effects  because  it  does  not 
bind  to  cholinergic  receptors.  The 
drug  also  blocks  dopamine 
receptors  which  improves  its 
overall  neuroleptic  spectrum  and 
greatly  improves  compliance,  Dr 
Niemegeers  said. 

Its  antipsychotic  effect  is  said 
to  show  within  a  week. 


Blacklist  —  good  and  bad 
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NEWS 


NPA's  success  with 
technicians'  course 


Over  240  students  have  enrolled 
on  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association's  dispensing 
technicians'  course  this  year,  five 
times  the  number  originally 
anticipated.  This  means  that  three 
separate  Summer  schools  will 
have  to  be  held  in  1989,  training 
officer  Ailsa  Benson  told  the 
September  meeting  of  the  NPA 
Board. 

Assessment  of  last  year's 
Summer  school  showed  that  both 
the  lectures  and  the  practicals  had 
been  pitched  at  the  right  level. 
Twenty  seven  students  passed  all 
three  components  of  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries  exam  this  year,  of 
whom  15  has  been  entered  on 
NPA  recommendation. 

Merrell  Dow  are  prepared  to 
continue  the  monthly  award  for 
the  best  task  sheets  from  the  staff 
training  manual  throughout  1989. 

Ailsa  Benson  has  been 
appointed  a  full  member  of  the 
Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Postgraduate  Education 
Committee. 

Public  relations:  The  number  of 
newspapers  printing  the  "Ask  the 
Pharmacist"  feature  has 
continued  to  increase.  Tanya 
Turton,  public  relations  officer, 
reported  that  over  400  were  now 
syndicated,  but  this  did  not 
represent  the  exact  number  using 
the  feature  as  some  were  groups 
of  papers  —  several  single 
addressees  include  over  ten 
papers  each. 

As  this  coverage  is  not  paid  for 
the  "promotional  value"  of  this 
newspaper  space  devoted  to 
community  pharmacy  must  be 
considerable,  said  Mrs  Turton. 
The  impact  of  editorial  material  is 
reckoned  to  be  worth  at  least  two 
and  a  half  times  the  cost  of  paid 
advertising,  which  would  give  the 
coverage  achieved  by  the 
department  an  annual ' '  value ' '  of 
some  £3m  she  suggested. 

The  response  of  radio  stations 
to  NPA  material  has  been  difficult 
to  gauge  as  some  radio  stations 
contacted  NPA  local 
representatives  directly  (this  is 
what  the  department  ultimately 
hoped  to  achieve,  so  that 
pharmacists  became  recognised 
as  spokesmen  on  pharmaceutical 
matters).  Research  showed  that 
most  of  the  subjects  of  radio 
interviews  had  been  initiated  by 
NPA  Press  releases:  the  two 
most  popular  topics  were 
hypothermia  and  'flu. 
Receptionists'  training  course:  An 
information  pack  made  available 


last  May  to  any  NPA  member 
asked  to  talk  to  doctors' 
receptionists  has  been  used  in 
over  50  presentations  and  it  is 
expected  the  number  will  rise 
substantially  this  year. 
The  look  after  pur  heart  campaign:  The 
Health  Education  Authority  has 
sent  its  strategy  document  for  the 
next  five  years  of  this  campaign  to 
the  NPA  for  comment.  The 
Government  is  hoping  to  achieve 
the  WHO  target  of  a  15  per  cent 
reduction  of  mortality  from 
circulatory  diseases  in  people 
under  65  by  the  year  2000. 

One  of  the  LAYH  objectives 
was  to  find  "an  extensive 
distribution  via  network  High 
Street  outlets  throughout 
England"  for  its  promotional 
material.  Another  was  to 
encourage  professional  support 
for  the  public.  The  NPA  stated  in 
its  reply  that  community 
pharmacies  were  the  obvious 
answer  to  both  requirements. 
New  advertising  campaign:  The  board 
approved  an  advertisement  from 
its  new  advertising  agency,  Sudler 
and  Hennessy,  for  insertion  in  the 
National  Childbirth  Trust  baby 
magazine.  Board  members  also 
chose  the  topics  for  the  next  six 
advertisements  which  will  appear 
in  popular  magazines  throughout 
1989. 

The  North  West  Conference  is  to  be  held 
on  November  13  at  the  Lord 
Daresbury  Hotel,  Warrington. 
Mike  Brining,  PSNC  financial 
executive,  will  examine 
pharmacists'  remuneration  in  the 
light  of  the  current  NHS  review. 
Patrick  Stevens,  senior  tax 
partner  of  Finnies,  the  NPA's 
accountants,  will  deal  with  '  'How 
to  make  best  use  of  your 
accountant". 

New  branch  secretaries  for  East 
Yorkshire,  Barnsley,  South  East 
London  and  Northampton  have 
been  appointed.  They  are, 
respectively,  Mrs  Linda  Burnett 
(Hornsley),  Mr  D.J.  Manners 
(Barnsley),  Mr  D.  Joshi  (Lower 
Sydenham),  and  Mr  Graham  Bell 
(Kettering). 

NPA  prizes  to  schools  of  pharmacy  have 
been  awarded  to  Neil  Rudolph,  for 
best  dissertation,  at  the 
University  of  Bradford,  and  Mr 
A.C.  McLellanfor  Best  Final  Year 
Project  in  pharmaceutical  sciences 
at  Aston  University. 
EEC  regulations:  The  Board 
considered  the  aspects  of  the 
Retail  European  Report,  produced 
by  the  retail  Consortium,  which 
could  affect  NPA  members.  EEC 


Commission  has  proposed  an 
amendment  to  the  Fourth 
Company  Law  Directive  which 
would  lessen  the  burden  of 
accounts  disclosure  for  small  and 
medium  sized  enterprizes.  Under 
the  new  proposal  companies 
employing  under  ten  persons 
could  be  exempt  from  its  terms.  In 
addition,  small  companies  would 
no  longer  be  obliged  to  publish 
their  financial  documents  in  a 
central  register. 

The  Fifth  Company  Law 
Directive  could  also  affect  NPA 
members  if  some  of  its  proposals 
became  law.  Its  aim  is  to 
harmonise  the  structure  of  public 
limited  liability  companies  "and 
define  the  powers  and  obligations 
of  their  management  bodies ' ' .  As 
the  Directive  proposed  worker 
participation  in  company  decision 
making,  it  raised  a  great  deal  of 
controversy  and  opposition, 
particularly  from  the  UK. 
According  to  the  UK  repre- 
sentatives the  question  of 
workers'  participation  should  be 
determined  by  collective 
bargaining,  not  by  law. 
Computer  advances:  The  computer 
subcommittee  recently 
considered  an  EPoS  system  which 
appeared  to  be  an  improvement 
on  the  batch  processing  systems 
previously  studied  in  that  it  was  on 
"real-time"  activity.  The 
committee  felt  it  was  a  major 
advance  on  the  software 
previously  demonstrated,  and 


decided  it  should  be  considered 
again  after  committee  members 
had  visited  sites  operating  the 
system.  In  the  meantime  the 
committee  stressed  that 
members  considering  EPoS 
should  consult  the  office  before 
making  any  decisions. 
Patient  records:  The  computer  sub- 
committee also  reported  on  a 
patient  record  system  which  had  a 
number  of  unique  features, 
including  a  flexible  labelling 
package,  an  automatic  link  to 
patient  records  and  drug 
interactions,  and  a  patient 
counselling  facility  which,  where 
appropriate,  automatically 
produced  pre-prepared  leaflets  at 
the  same  time  as  the  labels.  The 
committee  considered  the 
software  package  satisfactory  and 
further  developments  are  being 
monitored. 

Locym  booking  forms:  The  NPA's 
new  locum  booking  forms  will 
shortly  be  available.  An 
appropriate  note  will  be  published 
when  the  forms  are  launched  and 
an  additional  fly  sheet  would  be 
inserted  in  the  triplicate  books  of 
forms  before  issue. 
□  The  NPA  has  produced  a 
poster  advertising  the  healthcare 
service  on  offer  in  every  High 
Street  pharmacy  for  use  at 
exhibitions  run  by  anyone  from 
hospitals,  health  authorities,  to 
public  libraries.  The  education 
received  by  pharmacists  is  also  set 
out  in  some  detail. 


National  pharmaceutical  Association  director  Tim  Astill  with  the 
Distinguished  Service  Medal  of  the  Pharmacy  Guild  of  Australia 
presented  recently  at  the  FIP  Conference  in  Australia  by  Guild 
president  Jim  Matthews  for  services  to  pharmacy,  and  also  to  recognise 
the  assistance  given  to  the  Guild  by  the  NPA  over  a  number  of  years 
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Doctor  or 
pharmacy? 

Residents  of  Distington,  Cumbria, 
are  being  asked  to  choose 
between  doctor  dispensing  or  a 
pharmacy  opening. 

The  West  Cumbria 
Community  Health  Council  is 
sending  about  3,000 
questionnaires  to  everyone  over 
18  living  within  a  mile  of  the  village 
centre  and  all  patients  in  the  local 
dispensing  doctors'  practice.  The 
nearest  pharmacies  are  about 
three  or  four  miles  away  in 
Whitehaven  or  Workington,  but 
Whelan  and  Doorbar  in 
Workington  have  applied  to  open 
a  pharmacy  in  Distington. 

The  questionnaire  will  ask 
patients  whether  they  would  like 
the  present  situation  to  continue 
or  whether  they  would  like  a 
pharmacy  to  open  and  the  doctors 
to  stop  dispensing.  The  answers 
must  be  returned  by  October  26, 
in  time  for  the  results  to  be 
submitted  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Rural  Dispensing  Committee 
which  is  to  consider  the 
pharmacy's  application.  The  RDC 
recently  decided  the  village  should 
keep  its  rural  status. 

The  doctors  have  written  to 
their  patients  saying  that,  if  a 
pharmacy  opened,  the  doctors 
would  not  be  allowed  to  dispense 
for  anyone  within  a  mile  of  the 
pharmacy,  and  no  medicines  could 
be  given  on  home  visits. 

The  existing  branch  of 
Whelan '  s  operates  an  out  of  hours 
dispensing  service. 


NPA  seeks 
funds  to 
'souse  the 


louse' 


The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  is  looking  for  sponsors 
for  its  £20,000,  month-long 
national  educational  "Stop  the 
louse"  programme  scheduled  for 
Spring,  1989  after  a  member 
survey  showed  there  is  much 
enthusiasm  for  the  project. 

Culminating  in  a  nationwide 
"de-lousing  day"  the  aim  is  to 
change  peoples  attitudes  so  that 
the  problem  can  be  tackled  openly 
and  effectively.  The  project  will 
include  a  drive  to  ensure  district 
pharmaceutical  officers  notify 
pharmacists  of  their  lice 
insecticide  rotational  policy.  The 
NPA  hopes  to  publish  a  list  of 
which  insecticide  should  be  used  in 
each  region  during  the  campaign. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTION 


Parallel 
importants 


When  the  Government 
deducted  some  £50  from 
the  money  I  had  earned 
under  my  NHS  contract,  in 
recognition  of  the  extra 
discounts  contractors  had 
been  obtaining  by 
substituting  Pis  for  the 
home  grown  product,  I 
realised  my  further 
resistance  to  imports  was 
pointless. 

My  reasons  for  not 
using  them  seemed  sound 
enough.  However,  during 
the  last  four  years  Government  policy,  in 
granting  product  licences  for  products 
manufactured  in  Europe  in  factories 
inspected  and  approved  by  DHSS,  has 
provided  safeguards  which,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  remove  doubts  as  to  efficacy  and 
liability.  And  since  it  is  apparent  from  the 
fact  these  licences  have  been  granted  that 
Government  want  these  lower  priced 
duplicates  to  be  used,  we  must  assume 
they  consider  our  UK  drug  companies  are 
charging  too  much. 

Essential  for  peace  of  mind  is  a 
supplier  you  can  trust.  I've  satisfied 
myself  with  a  company  who  maintain  full 
laboratory  facilities  in  the  UK.  I  now  buy 
enough  to  offset  the  deduction  and  cover 
the  lost  discount  from  my  wholesaler.  The 
big  surprise  came  when  we  began  to  pass 
the  new  items  to  the  patients.  We  simply 
said  we  were  importing  the  drugs  from  the 
EEC  because  Government  policy 
required  it.  We  assured  them  the  products 
were  of  identical  strength  and  were  made 
by  the  same  makers  in  their  other 
factories  on  the  Continent,  although  in  one 
case  the  product  was  without  colouring. . . 
(which  seemed  a  plus  point?)  Tim  Astill's 
reservations  that  changes  in  appearance 
might  confuse  patients,  seem  unfounded. 
Our  patients  accepted  our  word,  and 
products,  without  demur.  I  can  only 
assume  the  wide  variation  in  the 
presentation  of  generics  has  prepared 


patients  to  accept  changes. 

It  is  a  pity,  since  we  have 
lost  a  safeguard  against 
dispensing  error,  but  this, 
like  so  many  other  things 
we  have  to  put  up  with,  is 
just  another  fact  of  life . 


Delays, 
delays. 


John  Davies  has  gained 
enough  support  to  be  able  to 
call  for  a  special  general 
meeting  of  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 
But  I  am  pleased,  and  more 
than  a  little  relieved  for 
reasons  I  hope  to  develop  next  week, 
that  the  meeting  is  not  being  called 
immediately. 


EEC  staff 


Underwoods  have  taken  on  a  couple  of 
French  pharmacists.  And  the  William 
Harvey  Hospital  in  Kent  are  going  to 
employ  a  couple  of  Dutch  pharmacists 
because  they  could  not  even  get  replies  to 
their  advertisements  in  the  UK.  I 
remember  a  time  when  my  hospital  was 
staffed  almost  exclusively  with 
Commonwealth  members. 

The  wages  —  so  low  they  eventually 
drove  me  out  —  were  enough  to  satisfy 
our  cousins  who  only  wanted  to  work  for 
relatively  short  periods,  saving  up  to 
"do"  the  Continent,  or  complete  their 
world  tour. 

As  a  young  man  it  was  my  pleasure  to 
make  and  develop  friendships  with 
pharmacists  from  Africa,  the  Indian 
subcontinent,  and  the  West  Indies.  Some 
stayed  here.  Some  didn't.  Most  had 
English  as  their  language  of  education,  but 
not  all.  Despite  which,  problems  were 
small.  I  cannot  see  a  major  problem  arising 
with  floods  of  EEC  pharmacists  coming  in 
to  upset  the  applecart. 

Language  is  a  problem,  but  unless  the 
applicants  understand  it  well,  they  won't 
get  or  keep  a  job. 
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POINTS 


for  teeth 

Dentist  Tony  Lees  is  now  offering 
his  dental  first  aid  kit  to 
pharmacists. 

Dentanurse,  who  distribute 
the  kit,  say  it  has  had  a  good 
response  from  dentists  and  the 
company  now  wants  to  sell  it 
through  retail  outlets. 

The  kit  is  intended  to  be  used 
for  temporary  repair  of  dislodged 
crowns,  bridges,  caps,  broken 
teeth  and  fillings  until  a  more 
permanent  repair  can  be  obtained 
from  a  dentist. 

The  kit  retails  at  £6.75 
(minimum  order  ten  kits  at  £3.75 
each  trade).  It  consists  of  a  dental 
mirror,  a  probe,  a  spatula  and 
mixing  tray  to  combine  the 
contents  of  a  tube  of  base  paste 
and  catalyst  paste,  together  with 
an  instruction  leaflet.  A  travellers' 
version  (£6.95  rsp)  also  includes  a 
sterile  needle. 

Dentanurse  also  supply 
disposable  items  for  use  in  dental 
surgeries  —  the  repair  kit  is  their 
first  retail  product.  Dentanurse 
UK  Ltd.  Tel:  0981  550781. 


Disney  Teeth 
for  tots 

Oral  B  are  introducing  a  new 
range  of  toothbrushes  called  Duck 
Tales,  which  feature  Walt 
Disneys'  popular  characters, 
Huey,  Duey  and  Louie. 

Oral  B  say  that  the  aim  is  to 
make  tooth  brushing  fun  and  to 
persuade  toddlers  to  enjoy  looking 
after  their  teeth.  Duck  Tales 
(£0.99)  is  a  professional 
toothbrush  with  a  number  of 
features  which  make  it  suitable  for 
young  children,  say  Oral  B.  They 
have  designed  the  brush  with  a 
compact  and  slightly  rounded  head 
to  make  it  safer  for  use  in  infant 
mouths,  and  they  have  introduced 
extra  soft  end  rounded  filaments 
to  help  protect  gum  tissue. 

The  brush  also  features  a 
larger  handle  which  they  say  will 
make  it  easier  to  grip  by  both 
parent  and  child.  Oral  B 
Laboratories.  Tie:  0296432601. 


Professional  class 


Oral  B  are  launching  "Textures", 
a  new  range  of  toothbrushes 
designed  to  encourage  toothbrush 
users  into  the  professional  sector. 

The  Textures  range  replaces 
Oral  B's  current  adult  range  and 
will  be  available  in  two  head  sizes, 
compact  and  regular.  An  RSP  of 
£1 .07  will  be  established  following 
a  promotional  shelf  price  of  £0 . 89 . 
Support  will  include  Oral  B's 
television  advertising  campaign. 

Oral  B  say  that  28  per  cent  of 
the  population  are  currently 
buying  professional  brushes,  but 
that  due  to  a  higher  value  and 
faster  replacement  rate,  this 
group  a*  'ount  for  over  60  per  cent 
of  toothbrush  sales  overall.  Oral  B 


Laboratories.  Tel:  0296 432601 . 


Vidor's  torch  launch 


Vidor  are  introducing  a  new 
premium  range  of  torches  this 
Autumn  in  preparation  for 
Christmas. 

The  Halogen  Worker  (£18.65) 
is  said  to  be  ideal  for  the  DIY, 
yachting  or  climbing  enthusiast. 
Features  include  an  easy  to 
operate  rocker  switch  and  cord 
strap. 

For  general  purpose  and 
domestic  use,  Vidor  have 
developed  the  Master  Krypton  1 
(£10.80)  Master  Krvpton  2 
(£11.90).  They  are  said  to  be 
shock  and  break  proof  with  an 
easy  to  operate  rocker  switch  and 


non-corroding  core. 

The  Mini-Maxi  Ultralite 
(£5.90)  is  said  to  be  a  neat 
compact  torch  with  a  twist  top 
action.  The  Mini  Krypton  has  the 
same  features  as  the  Mini-Maxi, 
and  the  Krypton  Ultralite  2 
(£5.00)  and  the  Krypton  Ultralite 
3  (£6.00)  are  also  twist  tops  which 
are  said  to  be  suitable  as  car 
accessories  or  for  outdoor 
pursuits. 

And  for  those  who  need  a 
workmanlike   DIY    torch,  the 
Krypton  Ultralite  leisure  (£10.40) 
fits  the  bill,   say  Crompton 
Parkinson.  Tel:  0604  30201. 


mm  m  m 

Liquid 
Bio-tex 

Bio-tex  have  launched  a  new  liquid 
Bio-tex  into  the  stain  remover 
market. 

Bio-tex  Stain  Remover  is  said 
to  be  the  first  biological  liquid  to  be 
specially  designed  for  spot  stain 
removal  and  to  complement 
specialist  soak  and  pre-washing 
powder  products.  While  Bio-tex 
powder  is  primarily  used  for 
soaking  or  pre-washing,  Bio-tex 
Stain  Remover  is  ideal  for  spot 
treating  small  stains  and  collar  and 
cuff  grime  before  the  main  wash, 
say  Jenks. 

Bio-tex  Stain  Remover  costs 
£1 . 19  for  a  200ml  pack  and  comes 
in  cases  of  twelve.  The  box  can  be 
used  to  nierchandise  the  product 
and  gives  three  facings,  four  deep. 

A  £650,000  national  T.V. 
advertising  campaign  will  back  the 
product  launch  from  October 
17th,  1988.  The  product  will  be 
distributed  by  Jenks  Brokerage. 
Tel:  0494  33456. 


Male  roll-on? 
Sure,  why  not 

Elida  Gibbs  are  introducing  a  roll- 
on  variant  under  the  Sure  for  Men 
label. 

The  roll  on  has  a  fragrance 
which  is  clearly  male  orientated 
and  aimed  at  the  mass  market, 
they  say.  Packaging  follows  the 
Sure  for  Men  aerosol  design  in 
black  and  red. 

Roll-ons  currently  account  for 
9  per  cent  of  the  deodorant 
market,  and  are  showing  steady  | 
growth. 

The  company  is  also 
introducing  Sure  Solid  in  an  Active 
Variant.  They  say  that  the  Solid 
sector  is  worth  over  £16m  and  is 
expected  to  grow  to  over  £18m  in  ! 
1989. 

The  two  new  products  will  be 
advertised  in  You  magazine,  Sun 
Day,  the  Observer  Magazine  and 
the  TV  Times.  Launch  promotions 
will  include  extra  value  packs  for 
sure  roll-on  and  a  'money-off-this- ; 
purchase'  coupon  for  Sure  Active  1 
Solid.  Elida  Gibbs.  Tel:  01-486\ 
1200. 
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Pure  &  Simple's 
portable  beauty 


Vichy's 
chemist  only 
moisturiser 

Vichy  are  launching  a  light  cream 
moisturiser  containing  Elastin, 
which  will  only  be  available  from 
chemists. 

The  cream  (£4.25,  30ml) 
;  comes  in  three  variants:  oily; 
normal/combination;  and 
dry/sensitive  skin.  It  also  contains 
UVA  and  UVB  sun  filters. 

A  merchandiser  with  testers 
for  each  type  of  skin  is  included, 
and  support  activity  will  include  a 
50p  money  off  coupon;  a  sachet 
camapaign;  50p  trial  sizes  at  point 
of  sale;  and  coverage  in  the 
women's  Press.  Vichv(UK).  Tel: 
023526747. 

Body  &  Soul 
from  Aramis 

Aramis  Firenze  is  introducing  a 
Tuscany  after  shave  gel  as  a  post 
shave  soother  and  skin  smoother. 

Aramis  say  that  the  ice  blue  gel 
absorbs  instantly  and  leaves  no 
excess  on  the  skin.  It  is 
moisturised  and  scented  with 
bergamot,  citrus  and  lavender. 

The  gel  is  presented  in  a  black 
tube  and  is  advertised  in  a  "Body 
and  Soul"  Press  campaign  in 
Tailerand  Cosmopolitan.  Aramis 
\  Tel:  01-499  9871 


Radio  day 

3M  are  promoting  their  Buf  Puf 
range  this  Autumn  with  a  three 
minute  radio  tape  featuring  Pat 
Richardson,  ex-Beauty  Editor  of 
Woman 's  Own.  The  programme 
has  been  syndicated  to  25  local 
radio  stations,  and  five  live  link  ups 
with  a  second  (as  yet  unnamed 
beauty  expert)  have  also  been 
arranged  for  the  Autumn.  3M 
UK.  Tel:  0344  58407. 

Impulsive 
notes 

Impulse  have  created  a  set  of 
twelve  Impulse-scented  notelets 
with  envelopes,  which  will  come  in 
a  pack  with  the  body  spray. 

The  presentation  duo  (£1 .95) 
comes  in  four  fragrances: 
Impressions:  Chic:  Captivation 
and  Hint  of  Musk.  Elida  Gibbs. 
Tel:  01-486 1200. 


Beecham  Toiletries  are 
introducing  a  Pure  &  Simple  skin 
care  beauty  bag  containing  three 
full  size  products  —  the  first  gift 
offer  since  the  range  was  launched 
in  July  1987. 

The  white  beauty  bag  will  cost 
£5.99  and  will  contain  deep 
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cleansing  lotion  (160ml);  gentle 
polishing  scrub  (50ml);  and  a 
160ml  daily  moisturising  lotion. 

Beecham  say  that  the 
products  are  suitable  for  all  skin 
types  including  sensitive  skins. 
Tel:  Beecham  Toiletries.  01-560 
5151 


Spot  on 

Quinoderm  are  launching  an 
antibacterial  face  wash,  designed 
to  complement  their  existing  acne 
treatment  products,  on  October 
17. 

The  GSL  product  is  described 
as  a  lightly  fragranced,  blue 
coloured  face  wash  that  contains 
chiorhexidine  gluconate  0.15  per 
cent,  cetrimide  1.5  per  cent, 
sodium  n-lauroyl  sarcosinate  5  per 
cent  and  lauric  diethanolamide  0.5 
per  cent. 

The  product  is  to  be  available 
in  100ml  (£1.47)  and  200ml 
(£2.33)  sizes  and  is  to  be  targetted 
at  the  12-24  year  old  group. 

The  launch  is  supported  by 
eight  week's  advertising  on 
Piccadilly  Radio  backed  up  with 
advertising  in  teenage  magazines. 
A  second  campaign  is  planned  for 
March  1989,  say  Quinoderm  Ltd. 
Tel:  061  624  9307. 


Care  Laboratories  are  promoting 
Cepton  skinwash  with  a  £1.99 
flashpack  on  the  250ml  size  and  a 
£0.99  flashpack  on  the  100ml.  The 
promotion  will  run  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  Care  Laboratories .  Tel: 
0625535577. 


The  number  1  pollen  product  made  by  "cold"  process 


POLLEN,  the  most  historic 
nutritional  supplement  known 
to  man,  was  first  used  by  Olympic 
athletes  in  ancient  Greece.  Its 
nutrient  properties  ensure  a  steady 
demand.  Since  Wassen  launched 


Pollen-B,  over  600  million  tablets 
have  been  sold.  Available  in  30  and 
90  day  packs  -  bring  Pollen-B  to  the 
forefront  and  see  the  difference  in 
your  sales  figures.  Pollen-B 
available  in  29  countries. 


IS 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  15  OCTOBER  1988 


(:>69 


r  BRITAIN'S  NO.  1 
BEST  SELLER  NOW 
COMING  TO  ALL 
SMALL  SCREENS 
NEAR  YOU! 


A  SENSITIVE  STORY 


WITH  MASSIVE  APPEAL 


FOR  1  IN  4  ADULTS! 


STARRING  SENSODYNE 


ORIGINAL  AND  MINT 


AND  FEATURING 


RISING  STAR  SENSODYNE  F 


IN  75ml! 


UNIVERSALLY 


ACCLAIMED  BY  DENTISTS! 


GREAT  PERFORMANCE! 


IN  FAST-MOVING 


45ml  AND  75ml! 


THE  ONE  AND  ONLY 


NAME  TO  STOCK! 


Distributors: 
Stafford-Miller  Ltd  ,  Hatfield,  Herts.  ALIO  ONZ. 


SENSODYNE 

TOOTHPASTE 


SI  NSOOYNI-  ORIGINAL  ■  SENSODYNK  MINT  •  SKNSODYNK  K 


BRITAIN'S  NO.  1   BRAND  FOR  SENSITIVE  TEETH 


COUNTERPOINT 


Beta's  route  to  fibre 


Konica  go 
Pop  at 
Photokina 

Konica's  new  35mm  compact 
camera  —  Konica  Pop-Super  — 
shown  as  the  Photokina  exhibition 
in  Germany,  and  is  expected  to  be 
available  in  the  UK  early  next 
year. 

The  Pop-Super  is  expected  to 
retail  at  £59.95,  and  features  built- 
in  flash,  automated  film  load, 
advance  and  rewind, a  lens  cover 
that  turns  off  the  battery  and  acts 
as  a  shutter  lock,  and34mmF/4.5 
Konica  fixed  focus  lens  with  a 
shutter  speed  of  1/125  sec.  The 
camera  is  powered  by  a  3  volt 
lithium  battery  and  is  supplied  gift 
packed  with  battery,  case  and 
film.  Konica  (UK).  Tel:  01  751 
6121. 


Charge  up 

In  a  move  to  update  their  nickel 
cadmium  range  Ever  Ready  have 
launched  two  new  fast  battery 
chargers. 

The  FCH4/50  plugs  directly 
into  the  mains,  like  an  adaptor  and 
recharges  fully  discharged  RX6 
cells  in  five  to  six  hours.  The 
charger  is  manufactured  in  the  UK 
to  British  Standards  415 
specification  and  comes  complete 
with  an  instruction  leaflet.  It  is 
available  on  its  own,  individually 
blister  packed  (£9.99  rrp),  or 
complete  with  four  RX6  batteries 
(£16.99)  again  in  individual  blister 
packs. 

Ever  Ready's  second  new  fast 
charger  is  the  universal  FCH8/RX 
(£13.99).  It  recharges  fully 
discharged  RX6,  RX14  and  RX20 
cells  in  seven  to  eight  hours  and 
RX22  cells  in  14-16  hours.  The 
charger  complies  with  British 
Standards  specifications,  and  is 
individually  blister  packed. 

To  coincide  with  the  launch  of 
the  chargers  and  to  capitalise  on 
the  Autumn  and  pre-Christmas 
peak  buying  time  for  batteries, 
Ever  Ready  plan  to  support  their 
nickel  cadmium  range  with  Press 
advertising  to  run  through 
November  and  December  in 
Sunday  supplements  and  con- 
sumer magazines.  Ever  Ready 
Ltd.  Tel:  01-882  8661. 


Care  Nails 

Lee  nails  are  introducing  a  mender 
kit  for  broken,  chipped  or  short 
nails.  The  kit  (£4.95)  is  said  to  be 
easy  to  use  and  sufficient  for  two 
pairs  of  hands  when  medium  nail 
lengths  are  applied.  Fan  I  Ion  Ltd. 
Tel:  040  23  71 136. 


Beta  Fibre,  developed  from  sugar 
beet,  has  been  introduced  by 
British  Sugar. 

The  product  is  a  mix  of  both 
soluble  and  insoluble  fibre;  its  fibre 
content  is  said  to  be  high  at  75  per 
cent  and  it  can  be  incorporated 
into  many  home  cooked  foods 
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without  altering  their  distinctive 
characteristics,  says  the 
company. 

Beta  Fibre  is  low  in  fat  and 
sugar  and  is  gluten  free.  It  comes 
in  a  375g  box  to  retail  at  £0.89  and 
is  marketed  by  G.F.  Dietary 
Supplies  Ltd.  Tel:  01  2060522. ' 


Pentax  Zoom 
on  to  TV 

From  next  month  through  to 
January  Pentax  cameras  are  to 
feature  in  television  and  Press 
advertising. 

The  Minizoom  60  and  Zoom 
70S  are  to  feature  in  the  television 
advertising  in  key  selected 
regions,  says  the  company. 

The  campaign  is  to  be  backed 
up  with  advertising  in  specialist, 
lifestyle  and  national  Press. 

The  SF7  single  lens  reflex 
camera  is  to  feature  in 
advertisements  in  the  Daily 
Telegraph  and  Independent  colour 
supplements  and  in  men's  general 
interest  and  hobbyist  Press,  say 
Pentax  UK  Ltd.  Tel:  01 864  4422. 


Nelsons  Homoeopathy  have 
extended  the  idea  of  presentation 
packs  to  their  Noctura  tablets  and 
cold  relief  tablets. 

The  presentation  pack 
consists  of  one  dozen  125  tablet 
containers  packaged  in  a  matching 
disposable  merchandiser  which 
carries  a  £1.20  discount  on  the 
trade  price  of  £13. 70.  A.  Nelson  & 
Co  Ltd.  Tel:  01 946 8527. 


The  new  women's  supplement  for  the  way  we  live  today 


MAKE  SURE  your  customers  know  you 
stock  Magnesium-OK,  the  natural 
vitamin  and  mineral  supplement  for  women 
to  take  every  day  of  the  month.  Three  out  of 
four  "Woman"  readers  voted  it  a  total 
success  in  1987.  Independent  experts  also 


recommended  it  widely  on  radio  and  in  the 
press  to  older  women  as  well.  Now  Wassen 
have  removed  "PMT"  from  future 
packaging.  Available  in  30,  90  and  365  day 
packs,  Magnesium-OK  is  a  brilliant  addition 
to  your  store. 
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For  25  years 
the  first  choice  of  doctors 


the  effective  way  to  loosen  ear  wax 

CERUMOL  is  also  available  to  customers 
over  the  counter.  When  your  customers  ask  your 
advice  about  'blocked  ears',  you  know  you  can 
recommend  CERUMOL  with  confidence. 

proven  in  practice 


CERUMOL 


Cerumol  is  a  trade  mark 


Laboratories  for  Applied  Biology  Limited  91  Amhurst  Park  London  N16  5DR. 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Stylish 
take-aways 

Circular  make-up  removal  pads 
have  been  introduced  by  Vantage 
for  their  own  label  range. 

Vantage  say  that  they  are  easy 
to  use  taking  away  make-up  and 
cleanser  without  dragging.  They 
are  said  to  be  ideal  for  applying 
toner,  and  eye  make-up  remover 
or  for  use  as  powder  puffs.  The 
pads  (100s,  £0.72  white,  £0.75 
multicoloured)  come  in  outers  of 
30. 

Also  available  in  new  Vantage 
packaging  are  Cotton  wool  pleats 
(65g,  £0.42);  economy  pleats 
(200g,  £0.94)  and  cotton  wool 
squares  (50  pack,  £0.78). 

Prescription,  counter,  and 
carrier  bags,  with  a  grey  stripe  on 
a  white  background  and  the 
Vantage  logo,  are  also  being 
introduced.  Vantage.  Tel:  0928 
717070. 


Nappy  news 

Countercall  have  announced  in 
conjunction  with  Peaudouce  (UK) 
Ltd,  that  the  minimum  direct 
delivery  has  been  reduced  to  ten 
cases  of  Peaudouce  nappies. 

All  products  delivered  will 
continue  to  be  invoiced  through 
the  chemist's  designated 
wholesaler.  Countercall  0992 
445995. 


Puzzling . . . 

Unichem  hope  to  reach  an 
audience  of  more  than  four  million 
people  with  a  series  of  regional 
newspaper  competitions  worth 
£4,000,  they  say. 

The  competitions  which  will  be 
repeated  in  December,  are  part  of 
Unichem's  Golden  Jubilee 
celebrations  and  feature  in  15 
regional  newspapers.  Readers 
can  solve  a  simple  wordsearch 
puzzle  and  the  first  25  correct 
entries  receive  a  £10  voucher  for 
OTC  products.  Unichem  Ltd.  Tel: 
01  391  2323. 


An  illusion! 

Kelvin  Optical  Supplies  are 
offering  a  free  merchandiser  for 
contact  lens  solutions.  Until  the 
end  of  October  chemists  will  get 
five  per  cent  off  first  orders  of 
Allergan  solutions  or  10  per  cent 
off  other  solutions.  The  dispenser 
is  supplied  free  with  a 
recommended  mix  of  solutions  or 
retailers  may  specify  their  own 
order.  Kelvin  Optical  Supplies. 
Tel:  061  335  0541. 


Gillette's  Contour  Plus  System 
razor  will  be  available  in  a  gift  pack 
this  Christmas. 

The  kit  contains  everything 
needed  to  shave  include  a  '  'tech- 
nologically advanced"  razor, 
launched  in  June;  three  spare 
cartridges;  and  a  75ml  container  of 
Gillette  Gel  (regular  formula). 


Packed  in  a  clear  Perspex 
container,  it  will  retail  at  £3.99. 

Says  trade  marketing  manager 
Vicki  Lloyd:  "Our  gift  set  offers 
the  consumer  excellent  value  for 
money  and  will  undoubtedly 
encourage  trial  and  repeat 
purchase  of  this  system  razor." 
Gillette  UK  Ltd.  Tel:  01-560 1234. 


Dog  days 
from  Andrex 

Scott  Ltd  have  introduced  a 
Andrex  calendar  for  both  the 
public  and  the  trade,  which 
features  stills  from  the  "puppy" 
ads  over  the  last  ten  years. 

The  A3  calendar  will  cost 
£1.25  plus  proof  of  purchase  and 
will  be  mailed  out  in  a  polywrap 
envelope. 

The  colour  calendar  has  been 
given  away  to  the  trade  for  many 
years,  but  the  increasing  number 
of  consumers  who  have  requested 
copies  has  opened  the  way  for 
wider  distribution,  say  Andrex. 

The  offer  will  be  promoted 
with  a  full  colour  Press  campaign, 
which  will  run  from  three  weeks 
up  to  October  24.  Scott  Ltd.  Tel: 
0342  27191. 


Birley's  move 

Torbet  Laboratories  have  taken 
over  the  marketing  of  Birley's 
antacid  powder  which  is  again 
available  from  distributors 
Fanllon  Ltd.  Tel:  04023  71136. 
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Make  Selenium-ACE  even  more  your  Number  1 


UNDISPUTED  brand  leader,  Selenium- 
ACE  is  relied  upon  for  consistently 
growing  customer  demand  as  thousands 
more  add  it  to  their  daily  diet.  Selenium 
levels  in  the  U.K.  being  generally  low,  this 
essential  trace  element  is  assured  of 


permanent  sales  success  -  but  it  will  not  stay 
long  on  your  shelves.  Available  in  30,  90  and 
365  day  packs. 

Maximise  your  profits  and  help  your 
customers  to  help  themselves  to  natural 
health  assurance. 
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Camay 

INTRODUCING  A  BEAUTY  SOAP 
FOR  ALL  WOMEN  with  the  LUXURY, 
BEAUTY  and  FEMININITY  of  Camay 


Camay- 


FOR  YOUR  CUSTOMER 

The  right  perfume  for  each  age  group 
The  right  skin  care  for  each  age  group 
The  luxury  beauty  and  femininity  of  Camay 


THE 


FOR  YOU 

A  beauty  soap  which  uniquely  appeals  to  all  women 
Improved  profitability 
Massive  TV  support 

Couponing  and  perfume  sampling  to  drive  trial 


MILLION  LAUNCH  CAMPAIGN  INCLUDES 


£2  million  (meal)  TV  Spend 


Door  to  door  couponing  5p  (8096  UK  homes) 


Door  to  door  perfume  sampling  (80%  UK  homes) 


Kitty  catch 

The  Swiss  based  company  Gimelli 
are  introducing  a  range  of  small 
electrical  hair  care  and  dental 
hygiene  products  into  chemists 
only,  via  distributors  Doncaster 
Pharmaceuticals. 

The  haircare  range  includes 
the  Curling  Romance  curling 
brush  with  wall  mount  (£4 . 75) ;  the 
Curling  Duo  retractable  brush 
with  tongs  (£8.45);  the  Curling 
Comfort  retractable  brush  (£7.29) 
and  the  Curling  Air  (£11.49)  and 
the  Brushing  Air  (£11.49)  which 
brush  and  style  as  they  dry. 

Sets  include  the  Stylish,  which 
contains  a  styling  brush  with 
handle  concentrator  and  two 
different  heads  (£23.45)  and  the 
Supreme,  which  has  a  handle, 
concentrator,  comb  and  three 
different  heads.  (£25.99). 

Gimelli  also  produce  three 
hairdryers  called  the  Blowaway 
1300w  (£13.00);  the  Blowaway 
lOOOw  (£10.65)  and  Silent  Power 
(£22.45). 

The  dental  hygiene  range  will 
include  the  Dentafit  Duo,  an 
electric  toothbrush  with  four 
different  heads  (£24.95),  the 
Dentafit  Oral  Hygiene  Centre  Size 
One  which  includes  an  electric 
toothbrush,  water  pressure 
adjustment  system,  wall  bracket 
and  four  plug  on  brushes, 
(£39.50);  and  the  Dental  Oral 
Hygiene  Centre  Size  Two  which 
contains  an  electric  toothbrush, 
water  pressure  adjustment 
system,  four  brushes  and 
toothpicks  (£49.95). 

Replacement  heads  for  the 
Dentafit  Duo  and  jet  tips  for  the 
Oral  Hygiene  Centres  are 
available  —  four  packs  costs 
£2.50.  Doncaster  Pharma- 
ceuticals Group.  Tel:  0302 
886031. 


Trace  of 
Quicksilver 

Quicksilver  Products  have 
introduced  an  all-purpose  '  'bath" 
to  clean  gold,  silver  and  platinum 
jewellery. 

The  Quickshine  Jewellery 
Bath  costs  £2.59.  One  sachet  is 
placed  in  a  bowl  with  the  jewellery 
to  be  cleaned,  boiling  water  is 
added  and  tarnish  is  quickly 
removed,  say  Quicksilver.  The 
product  is  non-toxic,  non- 
abrasive,  non-corrosive,  requiring 
no  rubbing  or  polishing. 

The  launch  is  being  supported 
with  a  womens  Press  campaign, 
national  and  regional  newspapers, 
and  radio  and  television. 

It  comes  in  blue  and  gold 
embossed  boxes  containing  four 
sachets  and  is  distributed  by  Jenks 
Brokerage.  Tel:  0494  33456. 


The  price  of  Wisdom 


This  month  sees  the  completion  of 
the  Wisdom  relaunch  and  the  start 
of  a  £lm  television  advertising 
campaign  for  the  range. 

The  television  advertising 
runs  from  October  17,  on 
Thames,  TVS,  Anglia,  HTV, 
Granada,  Central,  Yorkshire  and 
TV-am,  until  the  end  of 
November. 


The  advertisements  are 
designed  to  promote  the  whole 
range  of  Wisdom  products  using  a 
model's  head  to  represent  a 
toothbrush  and  portray  the 
various  features  available  in  the 
product  range. 

The  Wisdom  relaunch,  started 
earlier  this  year,  is  completed  this 
month  with  the  addition  of  three 


new  toothbrushes.  Wisdom 
regular  toothbrushes  (£0.69  rsp) 
feature  a  new  handle  design  with 
thumb  grip,  46  tuft  head  with  end- 
rounded  filaments  with  dual 
colour. 

They  come  with  medium  or 
firm  textures. 

Start!  toothbrushes  (£0.69) 
are  intended  for  children  and  have 
coloured,  chunky  handles  with  a 
thumb  grip  and  26  tuft  head. 

The  third  addition  is  IQ  (£1 .49) 
a  top-of-the-range  brush  in 
fluorescent,  metallic  or 
transparent  pastel  colours.  Addis 
Ltd.  Tel:  0992  584221. 


Work  'n'  Wear 


Eylure,  have  introduced  their 
press-on  Minute  Nails  brand  in  a 
new  Work  V  Wear  length  and  in 
an  updated  presentation. 

The  (£2.79)  nails  are  said  to  be 
quick  and  easy  to  apply  without 
the  need  for  polishing,  shaping  or 
trimming.  They  are  available  in 
seven  shades  including: 
Champagne  Pink,  Arctic  Pearl, 
Crimson  Sunset,  Fuchsia  Pink, 
Flame  Red,  Soft  Cerise  and 
French  Manicure.  Eylure  Ltd: 
Tel:  063  38  38611. 


Advertisement 


A  completely  new  concept.  Genesis  is  for  Everyone 


GENESIS  is  totally  different,  a  major 
breakthrough  in  multi-mineral  and 
vitamin  formulation.  Many  existing  products 
contain  too  many  ingredients  in  quantities  so 
small  as  to  be  virtually  ineffective.  Genesis  is 
a  careful  balance  of  just  16  of  the  most 


essential  nutrients,  in  really  significant 
amounts.  Launched  on  TV  in  Spring-  1988, 
Genesis  is  a  certain  winner,  in  30,  90  and  365 
day  packs.  Announce  this  asset  to  your 
customers.  They  will  thank  you  for  it. 
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SALES 
FIGURES 

FLAG 


Pick;Ups 


Keep 
ipjgotig 
wtaitieAess 

v  Jew  i.  iW  > 


Pick-Ups  give 
your  customers  fast 
relief  from  tempor 
ary  fatigue  and 
drowsiness. 

For  you,  they 
give  extra  sales. 

Pick-Upsarenew. 
A  unique  formula- 
tion of  caffeine  and 
dextrose,  attract- 
ively packaged  for 
maximum  on-shelf 
impact  and  competi- 
tively  priced. 

They're  adver- 
tised in  the  national 
press  so  your 
customers  will  be 
looking  for  them 

So  if  you  stock 
Pick-Ups,  they'll 
know  where  to  find 
them,  won't  they? 
Available  from  your 
usual  wholesaler 
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PRODUCT  INFORMATION 

Presentation:  Each  PICK-UPS 
tablet  PL0459/0001  contains  Caf- 
feine BP  50  mg  and  Dextrose 
Monohydrate  BP  130  mg.  Each 
carton  contains  60  tablets  strip- 
packed. 

Legal  Category: GSL 

Price:  RSP  £1.59  (incl  VAT)  per 

unit  60  tablets. 

Trade  Price:  £11.06  (excl  VAT) 
per  outer  of  12  units. 


E.G.  Marketing. 
A  division  of  English  Grains  (Holdings1  Ltd, 
Park  Road  Burton  on  Trent,  Staffs. 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Hot,  Spicy 
and  Elegant 

Original  Additions  are  introducing 
a  Hot  Spice  Potpourri  collection  in 
their  Elegant  Touch  "Stickers" 
false  nails  collection. 

The  nails  are  available  in  six 
shades  including  cinamrnon  stick; 
crushed  coriander;  golden  ginger; 
red  paprika;  vanilla  spice;  and  wild 
flower  honey.  They  come  in  active 
length  only,  and  Original  Additions 
say  that  the  packaging  has  been 
designed  to  complement  the 
theme  of  the  six  colours. 

Six  of  each  of  the  colours,  with 
two  facings  per  colour  in  a  grey 
display  unit  has  a  trade  price  of 
£61.56  or  £2. 95  per  pack. 

A  bright  white  nail  pencil 
(£0.99)  has  also  been  re- 
introduced, to  give  a  healthy  and 
clean  look  to  bare  nails.  Original 
Additions  (Beautv  Products)  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-5739907. 

Total 
Harmony 

Elida  Gibbs  will  be  offering  extra 
value  packs  of  Harmony  hairspray 
across  the  range  to  tie  in  with  its 
latest  promotional  campaign. 

The  standard  size  (125ml)  and 
the  large  size  (200ml)  will  each 
offer  an  additional  25ml,  and  will 
retail  at  £0.67  and  £0.95 
respectively.  The  300ml  economy 
size  will  have  an  extra  50ml  and 
will  be  priced  at  £1.35. 

Elida  Gibbs  are  also  offering 
15p  off  next  purchase  coupons 
which  will  appear  in  the  Daily 
Mirror,  Womans  Weekly  and  the 
TV  Times  and  a  scheme  offering 
£1  cash  return  on  three  proofs  of 
purchase  will  be  advertised  in  the 
Daily  Mail,  Woman's  Own,  and 
the  TV  Times  (Central  region 
only).  Redemptions  can  be  made 
against  either  Harmony  orSunsilk. 

A  baggy  Harmony  T-shirt  with 
a  pastel  coloured  triangle  design 
will  also  be  offered  free  with 
proofs  of  purchase.  Elida  Gibbs. 
Tel:  01-486 1200. 


Sun  fun 

Elida  Gibbs  Sunsilk  styling 
mousse  and  hairspray  will  be 
promoted  through  to  the  end  of 
October  with  extra  value  on-pack 
promotions. 

An  extra  50ml  will  be  offered 
free  on  the  200ml  mousse  size  in 
both  variants,  and  the  four  variant 
hairspray  range  will  be  offering 
225ml  for  the  price  of  200ml,  and 
350ml  for  the  price  of  300ml. 
Elida  Gibbs.  Tel:  01-4861200. 


Schumi  roll  back  to 
the  50s 


Schumi  are  introducing  1950's 
style  self  gripping  rollers  which 
they  say  can  create  waves  or 
curls,  or  add  volume  and  body  to 
smoother  hair  styles  with  no 
discomfort. 

The  rollers  are  65mm  long  and 
are  perforated  to  allow  maximum 
circulation  of  air  say  Schumi.  This 
is  said  to  cut  setting  and  curling 
time  to  a  minimum  although  heat 
can  be  applied  if  desired. 

The  roller  can  be  cut  to  any 
desired  length  and  are  made  of  a 
feather-light,  self  gripping 
material  which  Schumi  says  will 
hold  even  the  shortest  hair  in  place 
with  no  pins,  or  grips  or  clips  to 
secure  them. 


Schumi  say  that  the  rollers  are 
washable,  and  recommend  that 
the  smallest  size  be  used  only  on 
short  hair.  They  say  that  other 
sizes  are  suitable  for  use  on  all 
lengths  of  hair. 

Four  widths  will  be  launched 
this  Autumn:  15mm  Fire  Red 
(£7.99);  22mm  Garden  Green 
(£8.95)  30mm  Heaven  Blue 
(£9 . 95) ;  and  a  36mm  in  Blood  Red 
(£10.95),  and  each  pack  contains 
five  rollers. 

The  rollers  will  be  available 
from  Schumi  Salons  and  mail  order 
from  Schumi's  London  office,  as 
well  as  from  selected  chemists 
and  other  retail  outlets.  Schumi. 
Tel:  01-235  4529 


ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 
B  Border 
C  Central 

CTV  Channel  Islands 
LWT  London  Weekend 
C4  Channel  4 


U  Ulster 
G  Granada 
A  Anglia 

TSW  South  West 
TTV  Thames  Television 
TV-am  Breakfast 
Television 


STV  Scotland 

(central) 

Y  Yorkshire 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

TVS  South 

TT  Tvne  Tees 


Andrex  family  tissues: 

All  areas 

Colgate  toothpaste: 

All  areas 

Elizabeth  Taylor's  Passion: 

All  areas 

Finesse: 

All  areas 

Hailborange: 

All  areas 

Reach  toothbrushes: 

CATVS, LWT.TVam 

Senokot: 

All  areas 

Simple  skincare  range: 

All  areas  except  LWT  &  TV-am 

Stickers  false  nails: 

All  areas 
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BABY    c  p 


Extensive  research  amongst  mothers  and 
pharmacists  clearly  indicated  that  there  was  a  growing 
demand  for  a  new  ABIDEC  pack  size.  The  size  they 
wanted  was  a  25ml  pack.  Their  reasons  for  this  were 
both  convenience  and  economy.  Where  they  wanted  it 
was  in  the  baby  section  for  self-selection*  That  new  size 
is  now  available  in  addition  to  the  existing  50ml  pack. 

Therefore,  ensure  you  stock  and  display  both 
these  sizes  to  capitalise  on  the  increasing  demand  and 
maximise  your  profit  opportunities. 

The  leading  branded  multivitamin  drops  for  babies 
and  toddlers,  ABIDEC  contains  the  seven  vitamins 
essential  for  healthy  growth  and  development- without 
colouring,  preservatives  or  additives.  The  demand  is 
there,  the  product  has  arrived. 

A11DIG 

multivitamin  drops  for  healthy  babies 
and  toddlers  who  don't  want  additives. 


Lambert  Court,  Chestnut  Avenue,  Eastleigh,  Hants.  S05  3ZQ.      ABIDEC  is  a  trade  mark-     1  Independent  Research  Source:  MILPRO  '87 


WARI\ER 
LAMBERT 

HEALTHCARE 

the  name  people  feel  better  with 


PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES 


Tri-Cicatrin  ointment 
from  Wellcome 


Manufacturer  The  Wellcome 
Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe  Hall, 
Crewe,  Cheshire  CW1  1UB 
Description  Neomycin  sulphate 
3,400  units,  bacitracin  zinc  250 
units,  nystatin  (dermatological) 
100,000  units  and  hydrocortisone 
1  per  cent  w/w  per  gram  in  a 
hydrocarbon  ointment  base 
Uses  Topical  treatment  of 
eczema/dermatitis  including 
atopic  eczema,  primary  irritant 
dermatitis,  contact  allergic 
dermatitis,  seborrhoeic  dermatitis 
and  intertriginous  conditions  in 
which  bacterial  or  candidal 
infection  is  present  or  likely  to 
occur,  and  secondarily  infected 
insect  bite  reactions 
Administration  Should  not  be 
used  for  more  than  seven  days  in 
absence  of  any  clinical 
improvement.  Adults  Remove 
any  debris  such  as  pus,  crusts, 
etc,  from  the  affected  area  then 
apply  thin  film  of  ointment  one  to 
three  times  a  day  depending  on 
clinical  condition,  but  no  more  than 
60g  daily  for  three  weeks. 
Children  Can  be  used  as  for  adults 
but  the  maximum  recommended 
dosages  should  be  reduced  in 
proportion  to  body  weight .  Elderly 


No  specific  studies  have  been 
done  but  the  maximum  dosage 
should  be  reduced  in  patients  with 
reduced  renal  function 
Contraindications 
Hypersensitivity  to  any  of  the 
ingredients  or  cross-sensitising 
substances.  Contraindicated 
where  there  is  pre-existing  nerve 
deafness  where  significant 
systemic  absorption  could  occur 
and  in  viral,  tuberculous, 
dermatophytic  and  primary 
bacteria]  and  candidal  infections  of 
the  skin. 

Precautions  Avoid  getting  in 
eyes.  After  receiving  maximal 
doses  (60g  a  day  for  three  weeks 
in  adults)  treatment  should  not  be 
repeated  for  at  least  three 
months.  In  infancy  treatment 
should  not  normally  exceed  seven 
days.  Concurrent  administration 
of  other  aminoglycoside 
antibiotics  is  not  recommended. 
Patients  with  hypostatic  leg  ulcers 
or  hypostatic  leg  eczemas  may 
have  an  increased  sensitivity  to 
some  topical  drugs,  including 
neomycin. 

Side  effects  Allergic 
hypersensitivity  to  topical 
neomycin  is  generally  uncommon 


but  may  manifest  as  reddening  and 
scaling  of  affected  skin,  as  an 
eczematous  exacerbation  of  the 
lesion  or  failure  to  heal.  Allergic 
hypersensitivity  to  other 
ingredients  is  rare.  Prolonged  use 
may  result  in  an  overgrowth  of 
non-susceptible  organisms 
including  fungi.  There  is  no  safety 
data  for  the  product's  use  in 
pregnancy.  And  no  data  about 
secretion  of  active  ingredients  into 
breast  milk.  Care  should  be  taken 
where  significant  systemic 
absorption  of  active  ingredient  is 
likely 

Supply  restrictions  POM 
Packs  15g  (£3.87  trade)  and  30g 
(£7.04)  tubes 

Product  licence  0003/0164 
Issued  October  1988 


Generics  add 
sulindac 
tablets 

Generics  (UK)  Ltd  have 
introduced  sulindac  tablets 
through  Kerfoot  Pharmaceticals. 

The  lOOmg  yellow  biconvex 
tablets  are  marked  "SC/100"  on 
one  side,  and  with  the  company's 


G  logo  on  the  reverse .  The  200mg 
yellow  biconvex  tablets  are 
marked  "SC/200"  on  one  side, 
and  with  the  company 's  G  logo  on 
the  reverse. 

Both  presentations  are 
available  in  securitainers  of  100 
(lOOmg  £11.20,  200mg  £21.60). 

Introductory  offers  are 
available  from  Kerfoot 
Pharmaceuticlas  Ltd.  Tel:  061 330 
4531. 


BRIEFS 


Hillcross  Pharmaceuticals  have  added 
cephalexin  capsules  250mg  (100, 
£15.22  trade)  and  500mg  (100, 
£29.85),  ferrous  sulphate  tablets 
200mg  (1,000,  £3.58), 
pentazocine  tablets  25mg  (100, 
£8.23)  and  capsules  50mg  (100, 
£17.42),  phenytoin  tablets  50mg 
(250,  £1.71)  and  lOOmg  (500, 
£3.37;  1,000,  £6.74)  and  vitamin 
B  compound  (strong)  tablets 
(1,000,  £6.24).  Distributed  by 
AAH  Wholesalers.  Hillcross 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel:  0282 
25932. 


Pondocillin  tablets  500mg  are  now 

available  in  packs  of  500  (£105.54 
trade).  Leo  Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel: 
08444  7333 


Bright 
Spank. 


Panasonic  Industrial  UK  (a  division  of  Panasonic  UK  Ltd). 
280-290  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Berks  SL1  6JG  Telephone  0753  73181 


w«tsushii»  iiicip' 


^The  only 
vitamins  used 
in  the  famous 
school  trial 

AS  SEEN  ON  T.V 


Tandem  I.Q. 

(Ideal  Quota) 

Vitamins  for  Schoolchildren 

with  over  30  vitamins  and  minerals 


From  your  wholesaler 

or  direct  from 
Larkhall  Laboratories. 
Tel:  01-874  1130 
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NEW  FROM  BEECHAM 


Diocar^ 

StOp|SE«ENTiALSft 


1 


card 


A  breakthrough  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea. 


Beecham  Diocare,  a  new  pharmacy  only 
product,  is  a  major  innovation  in  the  treatment 
of  diarrhoea. 

As  you  would  expect,  it  stops  diarrhoea  fast 
and  effectively  But  in  addition,  Beecham 
Diocare  replaces  essential  salts  and  fluids. 

This  unique  combination  means  that,  for 
the  first  time,  the  essential  benefits  of 
symptomatic  relief  and  oral  rehydration  therapy 
are  available  in  a  single  product. 

A  pleasant-tasting  orange  drink,  Beecham 


Diocare  is  suitable  for  all  the  family,  even  for 
children  of  six  years  and  over.  The  sachet 
presentation  makes  it  ideal  for  use  at  home  or 
abroad. 

Beecham  Health  Care  will  be  supporting 
Beecham  Diocare  with  a  consumer  press 
campaign  aimed  especially  at  mothers. 

You  can  recommend  Beecham  Diocare, 
confident  that  no  other  anti-diarrhoeal  meets 
their  needs  so  completely 


BEECHAM 


Pharmacy  only 


the  only  all-round 
solution. 


Can  a  woman 
be  faithful 
to  just  one? 


Until   now,   there   has   never  been  a 


fragrance  brand  capable  of  appealing 


to  all  your  customers. 


A  brand  with  all  the  sophistication 


of  premium  products  -  but  priced  so 


that  all  your  customers  can  experience 


it.  Until  now,  that  is. 


individual     and     each  expressing 


different     side     of    a  woman's 


emotions. 


It's  a  breathtaking  new  concept, 
and  we're  putting  £900,000  of  support 


behind  it  in  the  pre-Christmas  period 


alone!    Stunning    eight    page  colour 


spreads      in     women's  magazines, 


48-sheet  posters,  shelf  merchandising, 


and  a  massive  sampling  programme. 


Because   Max   Factor,   one   of  the 


fastest-growing  names  in  fragrances, 
have    created    Liaisons.    A  repertoire 


of    three    fragrances,    each  totally 


All  that  remains  is  for  you  to 
oin     us.     Because     only  together 


can    we    make    Liaisons    a  uniquely 


enriching  affair! 

f        S  (TVv  x 

b  y 

MAX  FACTOR 


TAKE  STOCK  BEFORE 
THE  FAMILY  ARRIVES 


Karen  took  home  an  uninvited  guest. 

By  the  evening, 
the  entire  family  were  playing  host' 


Ihe  importance  of  treating  the  whole  family  for  headlice 
is  being  emphasised  in  a  major  educational  and  publicity 

campaign. 

Aimed  at  health  visitors, 
educationalists  and  teachers, 
the  campaign  underlines 
the  need  to  treat  the  whole 
family  when  one  of  its  mem- 
bers brings  headlice  home. 
CARYLDERM  and  PRIODERM 
preparations,  the  most 
widely  used  headlice  treat- 
ments in  Britain,  have 
been  reformulated  to  incor- 
porate an  improved,  fresh, 
fragrance. 

A  campaign  poster 


Each  family  pack  of  Carylderm  and  Prioderm  Lotion 
comes  with  a  detector  comb. 

Stock  up  and  display  these  family  treatments  now  and 
be  prepared  for  when  the  family  drop  in. 
For  support  material  and  further  information  contact 
Napp  Consumer  Products  Division,  The  Science  Park, 
Cambridge  CB4  4GW. 

HEADLICE  TREATMENT 
FOR  THE 
WHOLE  FAMILY 

A  member  of  the  Napp  Pharmaceutical  Group. 

®  Prioderm  and  Carylderm  are  registered  trade  marks.  ©  NaDD  Laboratories  Ltd.  1988 


WELSH  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  ROYAl  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 


Care  of  convalescents  recovery  at  home  after 
hospitalisation  and  those  in  residential  homes  was  the 
theme  of  the  Welsh  Conference  last  weekend.  Chairman 
of  the  Welsh  Executive,  Mrs  Ann  Marsden  (below  left) 
entertains  Society  president  Bernard  Silverman  and 
vice-president  Marion  Rawlings. 


Nurses  welcome  closer 
links,  but  how? 


'  'You  are  the  experts  and  we  need 
your  help,"  Mrs  Jane  Cutting, 
director  of  community  nursing 
services,  Chester  Health 
Authority,  told  the  Conference. 

The  elderly  are  the 
Community  nurse's  largest  target 
group.  One  of  the  problems  that 
visiting  nurses  face  is  that  many 
tablet  bottles  belonging  to  elderly 
patients  have  no  directions  on 
labels,  and  nursing  someone  at 
home  effectively  is  not  possible 
without  this  information.  "I 
realise  that  pharmacists  can  only 
transcribe  information  contained 
on  the  prescription. 

'  'Many  district  nurses  have  an 
aide-memoire  which  may  contain  a 
record  of  drugs  they  are 
responsible  for  administering,  but 
they  usually  draw  back  from 
keeping  a  full  record  because  of 
the  responsibilities  involved,  she 
said.  Community  nurses  would  be 
very  supportive  of  suggestions 
that  pharmacists  can  assist  in 
recommending  schedules  and 
compliance  aids  to  relatives  and 
other  carers. 

Mrs  Cutting  said  she  could  not 
see  how  relationships  between 
nurses  and  pharmacists  could  be 
improved  unless  nurse 
prescribing  was  brought  in. 
District  nurses'  contact  with  local 
pharmacists  is  patchy:  "In  my 
area  I  advise  community  nurses 
never  to  carry  drugs  because  of 
the  legal  aspects.  This  means  that 
the  nurse  calling  into  the  chemist 
to  get  a  prescription  dispensed 
should  be  a  rare  occurence  and  not 


one  to  be  encouraged . ' ' 

Mrs  Cutting  was  concerned 
about  proposals  to  relax  control 
over  prescribing  of  medicines  for 
nurses  in  Wales.  From  the 
positive  viewpoint  this  would 
make  patient  care  more  flexible 
but  it  could  also  increase  costs, 
she  said,  and  nurse  practitioners 
would  be  expensive  to  train. 

Mrs  Cutting  said  that 
community  nurses  were 
interested  in  the  recommendation 
in  the  Nuffield  Report  that:  "the 
pharmacists  future  role  should  be 
seen  in  terms  of  greater 
collaboration  with  other  health 
professionals",  which  would 
develop  a  mutually  beneficial 
relationship  between  the  two 
professions. 

Service  planning 

In  Wales,  planning  of  services  may 
be  affected  by  the  creation  of 
primary  health  care  authorities 
which  would  be  responsible  for 
family  practitioner  and  community 
health  services.  This  would 
weaken  the  contacts  of 
community-based  efforts  with 
hospital  pharmaceutical  services, 
Mrs  Cutting  said.  And  she 
applauded  the  scheme  in  Cheshire 
where  the  FPC  financed 
pharmacist  Claire  Dutton  to 
advise  doctors  on  efficient  and 
effective  prescribing. 

Mrs  Cutting  proposed  that 
specialist  pharmacists  should  be 
created  by  FPCs  to  advise  on 
"value  for  money". 


Advisory  role  shoul 
utilise  the  phone  and 
reach  convalescents 


It  is  time  for  pharmacists  to  think 
of  themselves  as  pharmaceutical 
practitioners  and  not  just 
dispensing  chemists,  according  to 
community  pharmacist  Jeremy 
Clitherow,  who  says  there  are 
many  ways  in  which  pharmacists 
can  care  for  patients  recently 
discharged  from  hospital  or  in 
residential  care. 

"Where  better  can  a 
pharmacist  extend  his 
professional  service  to  the  public 
than  in  the  field  of  scientific  advice 
and  communication?"  he  asked 
the  Welsh  Conference  of  the 
Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr  Clitherow  suggested  a 
Green  Cross  form  scheme, 
whereby  counselling  took  place 
via  the  telephone,  as  a  useful  way 
of  reaching  convalescents. 
"Other  professions  offer  an 
advisory  service  free  to  the  public 
or  at  minimal  cost, ' '  he  said. 

The  scheme  would  use  a 
standard  "item  of  service"  form 
to  be  filled  in  with  the  patient's 
details,  and  then  information  could 
be  supplied.  Telephone 
counselling  with  confidentiality  for 
the  patient  and  an '  'item  of  service 
fee"  for  the  counsellor  could  be 
made.  The  scheme  could  also  be 
applied  where  the  size  of  a 
pharmacy  limited  the  scope  for 
confidential  counselling. 

Pharmacists  must  provide 
information  and  advice  about  aids 
to  mobility,  and  equipment  co 
facilitate  the  transition  from  illness 
to  health  of  a  recently  discharged 
patient,  Mr  Clitherow  said.  This 
was  an  area  often  ignored. 

Information  on  the  provision  of 
wheelchairs,  walking  frames  and 
sticks,  crutches,  commodes, 
incontinence  and  stoma 
appliances,  rubber  sheets  and 
lambswool  pads,  are  some  of  the 
commonest  areas  where  advice  is 
needed.  Dressings  also  cause 
problems,  because  of  the 
differences  between  those  used  in 
hospital  and  those  available  on 
FP10,  Mr  Clitherow  said. 

"The  advent  of  the  nurse 
practitioner  with  a  formulary  of 
prescribable  items  may  well 
alleviate  this  problem.  Nurses 
could  educate  community 
pharmacists  on  the  use  of  the 
"hospital  only"  dressings  since 
"many  will  never  have  had 
demonstrations  of  their  correct 
use,"  he  said. 

Appropriate  advice  on 
medication  for  a  number  of 
problems  faced  by  the  newly 
discharged  patient  is  required. 


Community  pharmacist  Jeremy  Clitherow 


Pain  can  be  a  major  worry.  "In 
this  day  and  age  there  can  be  no 
justification  for  pain  in 
convalescence,  even  in  terminal 
illness  where  breakthrough  pain 
prevails  it  cannot  often  be 
excused,"  Mr  Clitherow  said. 

Sleeping  patterns  can  also  be 
altered  and  patients  forget  that  the 
body  only  requires  a  certain 
amount  of  rest  for  recuperation. 
Forgetfulness  and  confusion,  and 
dealing  with  constipation  are  other 
areas  that  "caring  pharmacists" 
could  become  involved  in. 


PMR  minima 


Patient  Medication  Records  were 
a  minimum  requirement  for  the 
elderly,  confused,  mentally  ill, 
nursing  home  and  residential  care 
patients,  stated  Mr  Clitherow. 

Mr  Clitherow  reminded 
pharmacists  of  their  professional 
duty  to  provide  a  24  hour  service 
for  the  supply  of  urgent 
prescriptions.  Delegating  the  role 
of  dispensing  to  pharmaceutically 
unqualified  persons  "is 
tantamount  to  dishonesty  and  it  is 
dangerous  to  the  patient",  he 
said. 

"Similarly  the  attempt  to 
relieve  pharmacists  of  our  role  in 
the  delivery  of  oxygen  is  short- 
changing the  patient  in  the  long 
run,"  he  added.  "How  can  a 
service  engineer  or  'trained' 
oxygen  delivery  man  answer 
patient's  question?"  he  asked. 

Mr  Clitherow  also  suggested 
improved  liaison  with  GPs  similar 
to  the  structured  communication 
between  pharmacists  and  doctors 
in  hospitals.  Group 
practice/community  pharmacist 
drug  and  therapeutics  committees 
would  lead  to  improved  efficiency 
and  value  for  money. 
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Drug  handling  in 
homes  is  a  problem 


Preserving  the  individuality  of 
patients  newly  admitted  to 
residential  homes  should  be  a 
major  concern  of  pharmacists. 
The  preferred  term  should  really 
be  "client"  or  "resident",  said 
Peter  Rivers,  staff  pharmacist, 
social  services,  South  Derbyshire 
HA. 

The  first  step  was  making  sure 
that  when  admitted,  patients  are 
given  every  opportunity  to 
administer  their  own  medicines. 
"There  is  often  pressure  put  on 
staff  to  do  it  for  the  client.  They 
have  to,  with  our  advice,  weigh  up 
the  pros  and  cons,"  Mr  Rivers 
said. 

Problems  exist  with  the 
administration  of  medicines  in 
homes.  The  universally  adopted 
system  is  to  prepare  all  doses 
some  time  before  administration 
—  some  60  to  300  doses  may  be 
involved,  Mr  Rivers  said. 
"Redispensing"  can  involve  a 
variety  of  containers,  from  egg 
cups  to  ice  trays.  Usually 
containers  are  labelled  with  the 
resident's  name,  but  it  is  rare  that 
actual  doses  are  labelled. 

Often  there  is  no  record  of 
doses  administered,  which  is 
contrary  to  the  Registered  Homes 
Act  of  1984.  "Administering 
medicines  without  a  legal 
prescription  is  also 
commonplace,"  he  said.  Bulk 
prescribing  of  Prescription  Only 
Medicines  happens  in  many  parts 
of  the  country. 

Pharmacists,  both  community 
and  hospital  based,  can  assist  staff 
in  overcoming  such  problems.  Mr 
Rivers  called  on  all  districts  to  set 
up  relevant  guidelines.  "A  policy 
is  needed  for  procedures  in  drug 
administration,  storage,  records, 
etc.  There  is  a  need  for  a  strategy 
for  training  staff  in  homes,  and 
there  is  a  need  for  the  monitoring 
and  co-ordination  of  standards," 
he  said. 

DPhOs  will  need  to  issue 
guidelines  to  ensure  that  basic 
safe  principles  are  established  in 
homes,  prior  to  involving  the 
community  pharmacist. 
' '  Guidelines  are  a  start ,  someone 


must  visit  the  homes,  meet  the 
staff,  and  put  policies  into 
practice,"  he  said.  "And  this 
must  be  the  community 
pharmacist."  Hospital-based, 
community  service  pharmacists 
act  as  an  important  catalyst  to 
liaise  between  homes,  doctors, 
nurses,  and  should  devise 
training. 

Mr  Rivers  then  went  on  to 
give  some  advice  to  community 
pharmacists  visiting  a  home  for 
the  first  time:  "The  first  question 
to  ask  is  could  you  administer  the 
medicines  in  this  home  with  the 
available  information?" 


Peter  Rivers,  social  services  staff 
pharmacist,  South  Derbyshire  HA 

Staff  training  was  important. 
Tutorials  and  seminars  were 
useful  and  should  be  presented  by 
the  community  pharmacist. 
Pharmacists  can  also  help  in  the 
monitoring  of  adverse  drug 
reactions  which  are  often  not 
reported  to  doctors,  he  said. 

'  'As  a  consequence  of  modern 
medicine  residential  homes  are 
being  overloaded  with  men  and 
women  aged  over  80  years  and 
staff  are  asked  to  look  after 
individuals  who  are  heavily  reliant 
on  prescribed  medicines." 

It  is  particularly  important  that 
pharmacists  should  develop  a 
professional  role  that  delivers 
maximum  benefits  to  patients  and 
carers,  said  Mr  Rivers.  "So  far, 
the  dramatic  advances  new  drugs 
have  not  been  matched  by  an 
improvement  in  professional 
care." 


Hospital  aftercare 
is  it  adequate? 


The  pharmaceutical  needs  of 
patients  about  to  be  discharged 
from  hospital,  and  how  they  can 
best  be  met,  were  examined  by 
Miss  Mary  Tompkins,  principal 
pharmacist,  priority  care  groups, 
NE  Thames  RHA. 

Day  patients  could  be  affected 
by  anaesthetics  and  other 
medications  given  after  surgery. 
Miss  Tompkins  questioned 
whether  the  pharmaceutical 
support  to  such  patients  was 
adequate  and  suggested  that 
research  was  needed  to  be  done 
before  increased  numbers  of  day 
patients  were  discharged. 


Mary  Tompkins,  principal  pharmacist,  NE 
Thames  RHA 

With  long  term  care,  and 
particularly  with  the  elderly,  the 
length  of  stays  on  wards  is  now 
kept  to  a  minimum  and 
rehabilitation  is  being  provided  to 
help  in  the  return  to  the 
community,  she  said.  "National 
pharmaceutical,  medical  and 
nursing  policies  need  to  keep  up  to 
date  with  the  changing 
environment  we  are  living  in," 
she  said. 

For  instance,  it  was  previously 
thought  that  pharmacists  should 
not  help  with  medication  aids 
because  of  legal  restrictions  and 
the  need  to  comply  with  labelling 
requirements  but  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  now 
changed  its  mind. 

Existing  national  guidelines  on 
storage  of  medicines  say  they 
require  central  storage  on  wards 
for  security  reasons,  but  in 


preparing  for  discharge  it  is  useful 
if  patients  can  look  after  their  own 
medicines.  Miss  Tompkins  said 
she  hoped  an  imminent  report  on 
the  handling  of  medicines  would 
address  this  problem. 

Increasingly  user  groups  such 
as  Mencap  and  Age  Concern  were 
bringing  to  the  fore  discussions  on 
the  quality  of  services  provided. 

"As  pharmacists  we  must 
contribute  to  this  debate, 
providing  the  patient  with 
unbiased  opinions  on  medicines 
and  stressing  their  importance 
when  used  appropriately,"  she 
said.  Self-medication  programmes 
while  still  in  hospital  could  be 
effective  and  enable  a  person  to  be 
as  involved  as  possible  in  taking 
their  own  medication. 

Prior  to  discharge  medication 
review  must  be  carried  out,  and 
with  our  help,  medication  aids  or 
records  that  would  help  in  the 
home  environment  could  be 
selected,  said  Miss  Tompkins. 
Storage  facilities  must  be 
considered. 

At  all  times  suitability  of 
medicine,  interactions  and  other 
areas  should  be  looked  at,  but 
patients  should  be  involved  as  far 
as  possible,  she  stressed. 

"Introduction  to  community 
pharmacists  may  be  necessary 
because  these  patients  may  have 
no  idea  of  what  they  can  do, "  Miss 
Tompkins  said.  "Once  the  patient 
is  discharged  it  is  vital  that  we 
continue  pharmaceutical  support  if 
the  patient  has  that  need." 

Miss  Tompkins,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  working  , 
party  that  recently  reported  on  i 
domiciliary  pharmaceutical 
services,  said  these  problems 
emphasised  that  services  should 
be  based  on  "the  many  varied 
pharmaceutical  needs  of  people, ' 
as  clearly  stated  in  the  report. 

And  she  encouraged  the 
development  of  good 
communication  with  other  health 
professionals:  "The  pharmacist 
needs  to  come  out  of  his  shell  both 
in  hospital  and  the  community,  to 
communicate  the  skills  that  we 
have"  she  concluded. 


A  merchandiser,  .and  a  Special  Price 


When  you  Mock  GammaOil  Premium  500mg  - 
Oil  of  Evening  Primrose,  you'll  have  the  support 
of  an  eyecatching  display  and  a  special  price  offer 
pack.  Stock  up  now! 

QUEST  VITAMINS,  Birmingham  B7  4 AT. 
Telephone:02l  359  0056. 


ITAMINS 

The  fastest  selling  Evening  Primrose  Oil  in  the  Health  market 
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Now  there's  an  all-over  wash  for  dry  skin 

that's  better  all-round. 

It's  a  problem  when  dry  skin  sufferers  ask  you  to  recommend  a 
washing  regime.  Even  specialist  soaps,  detergent  bars  and  cleansers  can 
cause  drying  and  irritation. 

But  you  can  confidently  recommend  new  Wash  E4S.  It  is  totally  free 
from  detergent,  soap  or  perfume.  Wash  E45  offers  the  convenience  of 
washing  with  water,  without  the  drying  effects  of  soaps  or  detergent  bars. 

Also  it  is  more  acceptable  and  easier  to  use  than 
Aqueous  Cream  or  Emulsifying  Ointment. 

A  perfect  companion  product,  in  fact,  to  Cream  E4S 


EFFECTIVE  CARE  FOR 
DRY  SKIN  CONDITION'S 


CO-OPERATIVE  PHARMACY  SUPERINTENDENTS  CONFERENCE 


Vestric  start  PI 
trial  —  usage  can  no 
longer  be  ignored 


Vestric  are  conducting  an 
experiment  in  supplying  parallel 
imports  to  one  large  account  from 
one  of  their  depots  "which  if  it 
operates  successfully  may  be 
extended  to  all  our  customers", 
Vestric  managing  director  David 
Taylor  revealed  this  weekend. 
Vestric  was  opposed  to  Pis  on 


Vestric  md  Peter  Tavlor 


professional  grounds,  he  told  the 
Conference  of  Co-operative 
Superintendent  Pharmacists,  but 
their  objections  had  been 
'  'knocked  out  of  the  window"  by 
the  Government's  decision  in  the 
Spring  to  increase  the  discount 
rate  by  0.3  per  cent  to  take 
account  of  Pis. 

Three  or  four  months  ago  the 
usage  of  Pis  was  estimated  at 
£80m  a  year.  "Out  of  the  total 
drugs  market  that  was  an  irritant 
and  we  did  not  need  to  get 
involved,"  he  said.  But  with  the 
increase  in  the  discount  rate  PI 
usage  was  going  up  and  could  not 
be  ignored. 

"There  could  be  an  almost 
unlimited  supply,"  said  Mr 
Taylor,  "although  it  is  erratic."  It 
has  been  suggested  that  if  the 
major  wholesalers  started 
supplying  Pis  there  would  be 


insufficient  product  circulating  in 
the  European  market  to  meet 
their  demand. 

Commenting  on  the 
development,  Tim  Astill,  NPA 
director,  said  he  forecasted  at  the 
recent  Lincolnshire  LPC 
conference  that  if  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  lost  its 
case  against  the  importers  in  the 
European  Court,  scheduled  for 
November,  a  wholesaler  would 
get  involved  with  Pis  in  an  attempt 
to  force  UK  prices  down  and 
remove  the  incentive. 

The  Bradford  Chemists 
Alliance  started  distributing  Pis 
last  week  from  a  list  of  around  20 
products.  Uptake  among  BCA's 
250-plus  members  is  described  as 
"quite  good"  but  further 
expansion  of  the  range  is  said  to 
depend  on  the  variable  availability 
of  products. 


Superintendent  pharmacists  from  co-operative  societies 
nationwide  met  last  weekend  to  hear  predictions  about 
wholesaling  five  years  hence  and  problems  emerging 
from  the  new  contract  and  rural  dispensing 

Vain  hope  for 
once  daily 
wholesale  delivery 


Once-a-day  wholesale  deliveries 
to  pharmacies  would  mean  that 
Vestric  could  halve  their  number 
of  depots,  according  to  managing 
director  David  Taylor.  But  it 
would  be  "commercial  suicide"  to 
cut  the  twice  daily  schedule  now 
as  the  market  would  not  accept  it. 
And  in  giving  his  personal  views 
on  wholesaling  in  five  years  time 
he  predicted  Vestric  and  Unichem 
would  still  be  trading  —  both  as 
pics. 


The  massive  shift  in  business 
caused  by  the  Unichem  share 
scheme  —  AAH  alone  has  lost 
£48m  worth  of  business  on  an 
annualised  basis  out  of  a  turnover 
of  £600m  —  leads  to  closures,  he 
warned.  '  'Too  much  pressure  like 
that  causes  rationalisation.  Almost 
£100m  has  been  lost  by  the  rest  of 
the  industry:  working  on  a  pre-tax 
profit  of  2  per  cent  does  not  leave 
much  margin,"  he  said. 

It  was  very  difficult  to  predict 


Conference  delegates  at  the  Belfry,  Sutton  Coldfield.  The  president,  Mr  P.  Troughton,  expressed  his 
satisfaction  that  65  per  cent  of  the  members  of  "what  is  a  comparatively  small  association ' '  had  attended.  This 
year ,  for  the  first  time ,  the  Co-op  movement  is  running  its  own  training  scheme  for  preregistration  graduates , 
similar  to  that  run  bv  Boots 


Consider  our  Customer  Appeal. 


All  those  concerned  with  the  regulation  of  the  menstrual  cycle, 
blood  pressure,  blood  clotting  and  skin  condition  benefit  from  the 
supplementation  of  Evening  Primrose  Oil. 

Make  sure  it's  GammaOil  Premium  500mg. 

QUEST  VITAMINS,  Birmingham  B7  4AT.   

Telephone:  021  359  0056.  \A//7/l/W//VO 

The  fastest  selling  Evening  Primrose  Oil  in  the  Health  market. 
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a  scenario  for  1993,  said  Mr 
Taylor.  The  collapse  of  RPM  in 
1980  had  more  than  halved  the 
number  of  wholesalers  —  today  38 
companies  operated  out  of  78 
depots.  He  made  it  clear  he  would 
welcome  the  economies  that  could 
be  made  if  the  market  would 
accept  once-a-day  deliveries. 

He  cited  Hills,  operating  from 
one  of  their  depots  in  the  North 
West  and  servicing  12  out  of  the 
17  regional  health  authorities,  as 
an  example.  Orders  were  taken  in 
the  afternoon,  trunked  overnight 
and  delivered  the  following 
morning.  "We  are  already  into 
shift  work  and  overnight  trunking, 
so  would  incur  few  extra 
overheads,"  said  Mr  Taylor. 
"We  have  spoon-fed  pharmacists 
too  much  in  the  past  and 
stockholding  is  based  on  a  twice 
daily  deliveries.  But  I  cannot  see 
that  changing  much  in  five  years 
time." 

Mr  Taylor  dismissed  rumours 
that  the  wholesale  margin  would 
be  cut  from  its  present  level  of 
12.5  per  cent.  He  warned  that  if 
margins  were  reduced  it  would  be 
passed  straight  on  to  the  retailer  in 
reduced  discounts.  '  'We  think  we 
have  convinced  the  Government 
that  it  would  not  be  beneficial  to 
cut  our  margins,"  he  said. 
Wholesalers    were    at  last 


recognised  politically,  and  their 
viewpoint  listened  to. 

Giving  his  personal  predictions 
for  1993  he  forecast  a  maximum  of 
40  wholesale  depots.  "We  shall 
still  be  there,  so  will  Unichem, 
both  as  pics.  Macarthy  will  only  be 


The  most  dramatic 
change  in  five 
years  time  will 

be  the  relationship 
between  wholesalers 
and  retailers' 


represented  in  the  North  of 
England.  There  will  be  a  few 
strong  regional  wholesalers:  they 
have  a  place, ' '  he  said.  He  found  it 
strange  that  no  new  strong  co- 
operative movement  was 
emerging,  as  in  most  other 
countries  there  was  one. 

Many  people  are  still  confused 
about  what  the  proposed 
dissolution  of  trade  barriers  would 
bring  in  1992,  but  in  wholesaling 
terms  it  would  be  nothing 
dramatic,  said  Mr  Taylor.  The 


price  of  pharmaceuticals  would 
still  be  fixed  by  governments,  and 
European  wholesalers  have 
similar  problems  to  those  in  the 
UK  in  terms  of  dealing  with 
government,  manufacturers  and 
customers. 

The  dramatic  change  in  five 
years  time  would  be  the 
relationship  between  wholesalers 
and  retailers.  "Many  of  the  larger 
emerging  groups  have  self- 
distribution  and  that  erodes  our 
market,"  said  Mr  Taylor. 
"Unichem  need  to  go  public 
because  of  their  current  policy  of 
not  dealing  with  groups  —  when 
they  are  a  pic  they  will." 
Franchising  was  one  way 
wholesalers  could  protect  their 
interests. 

One  of  the  chemist  symbol 
groups  would  collapse  before 
1995,  predicted  Mr  Taylor.  "We 
have  enough  problems  getting 
independents  to  conform  with  our 
symbol  group  requirements.  With 
a  wholesaler  in  the  way,  I  don't 
know  how  some  groups 
manage,"  he  said. 

However,  Mr  Taylor  felt  the 
level  of  self-distribution  would 
decrease.  The  cost  is  often 
inaccurately  worked  out,  he 
suggested,  and  no  self-distributor 
of  ethicals  could  do  it  more  cheaply 
than  a  mainline  wholesaler.  Self- 


distribution  would  be  reserved  for 
fast  moving  lines. 

Computer  technology  will 
increasingly  be  used  to  provide 
management  information.  "We 
will  shortly  be  developing  a  core 
inventory  for  our  franchise 
outlets.  We  can  reduce  the 
inventory  by  50  per  cent  and  boost 
sales  by  a  similar  amount,"  he 
said.  "We  will  be  using  in-store 
advertising  videos  paid  for  by 
manufacturers." 

One  big  problem  facing 
wholesalers  was  the  handling  of 
bulk  lines,  such  as  disposable 
nappies,  tissues,  toilet  paper  and 
medicines  in  original  packs,  said 
Mr  Taylor,  although  he  cautioned 
against  believing  all  the  figures 
that  were  being  bandied  about 
regarding  extra  space 
requirements. 

Wholesale  depots  in  the  UK 
are  currently  too  small  for 
automation  —  it  was  not 
economic,  said  Mr  Taylor. 
"Packers  can  assemble  200  lines 
an  hour.  Automation  can  double 
that,  but  the  capital  purchase  of 
the  equipment  costs  more  than  we 
currently  pay  in  salaries."  Some 
Continental  warehouses  were  so 
large  that  staff  cycled  around  on 
bikes.  Sites  needed  to  be  at  least 
250,000  sq  ft  to  make  automation 
economical. 


FPC  chief  questions  commitment 
to  White  Paper  proposals 


The  FPCs'  role  as  a  provider  of 
'pay  and  rations"  to  contractors 
and  patients  will  change 
dramatically  when,  or  if,  the 
[Government  introduces  the 
changes  proposed  in  the  White 
Paper  on  Primary  Health  Care. 

Health  Minister  David  Mellor 
old  the  Society  of  Family 
Practitioner  Committees  last 
(week  the  Government  was 
ommitted  to  the  White  Paper, 
Hit  there  has  been  a  lack  of 
commitment  in  certain  areas, 
lUggested  Douglas  Allaway,  chief 
executive  officer  of  Leeds  FPC. 

FPCs  have  been  given  the  task 
)f  looking  at  the  level,  quality  and 
provision  of  services,  said  Mr 
fVllaway.  In  the  future  it  is 
uggested  that  they  will  be  given 
nanagement  of  funds  for  staff  and 
)remises.  Blanket  reimburse- 
nent  of  GP's  ancillary  staff  and 
)remises  grants  may  come  to  a 
top,  he  suggested.  "How  we 
)perate  such  a  scheme  is 
juestionable.  Nor  has  anyone  said 
what  the  sum  of  money  is  likely  to 
»e."  FPCs  have  also  been  set  the 
ask  of  establishing  minimum 
tandards  for  GP  practices. 

"We  are  supposed  to 
encourage     cost  effective 


Douglas  Allaway,  Leeds  FPC 

prescribing,  but  the  GMSC  will 
not  allow  us  to  look  at  the  figures 
produced  by  the  PPA  which  are 
sent,  via  the  FPC,  to  all  GPs," 


said  Mr  Allaway.  "I  have  not  got 
a  great  deal  of  hope  that  if  left  to 
their  own  devices  the  medical 
profession  will  cope  with  self 
audit." 

Mr  Allaway  was  unhappy 
about  the  way  the  new  contract 
regulations  were  being 
interpreted.  There  are  a  number 
of  judicial  reviews  pending  which 
FPCs  could  not  finance,  and  so 
they  were  backing  down.  This  led 
the  Society  of  FPCs  to  pass  a 
motion  at  its  conference  last  week 
calling  for  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  review  the  1987  contract 
regulations,  he  said. 

The  FPCs  are  capable  of  doing 
the  task  which  the  Department  of 
Health  is  setting  them,  said  Mr 
Allaway.  "But  I  have  certain 
reservations.  One  is  time.  It 
cannot  happen  overnight.  There  is 
also  a  question  of  funding.  The 
White  Paper  suggests  cash  will  be 
available,  but  where  from?" 

Morale  is  low  in  FPCs. 
Administrators  have  been  battling 
for  two  years  with  the  DoH  on 
salary  grading.  There  are  also 
rumours  that  the  Government's 
NHS  review  will  suggest  that 
FPCs  are  amalgamated  with 
district  health  authorities. 


New  contract 
problems 
exist  but 

exaggerated 

Problems  with  the  new  contract 
have  been  exaggerated,  but  those 
that  do  exist  are  unlikely  to  be 
resolved  in  the  next  few  months, 
according  to  PSNC  secretary 
Stephen  Axon. 

One  of  the  areas  causing  the 
most  difficulty  is  the  "fast  lane" 
procedure  for  minor  relocation,  he 
said.  The  definition  of  minor 
relocation  is  left  to  local  pharmacy 
practice  subcommittees.  The 
regulations  refer  to  relocation 
within  a  neighbourhood,  whereas 
the  guidelines  refer  to  a  relocated 
premises  servicing  the  same 
population,  and  there  is  a 
difference,  he  said. 

The  appeal  system  for  minor 
relocations  is  also  leading  to 
problems.  If  a  minor  relocation  is 
granted  local  contractors  are  only 
informed  after  the  decision  is 
made.  They  may  then  appeal.  If 
the  application  is  rejected  it  may 
be  considered  as  a  major 
relocation  and  further  information 
is  required  from  the  applicant. 

Another  school  of  thought 
says  that  if  the  minor  relocation  is 
continued  on  p688 
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rejected,  then  the  applicant  should 
be  allowed  to  "appeal".  "How 
can  you  appeal  with  only  half  the 
evidence,"  Mr  Axon  asked.  "If 
the  appeal  is  upheld,  there  then 
has  to  be  input  from  local 
contractors.  You  could  have  one 
appeal  panel  upholding  the 
applicant's  appeal  and  another  the 
objections  of  local  contractors. 
You  are  then  in  a  mess . " 

A  third,  and  more  sensible 
scenario  would  be  to  allow  the 
minor  relocation  appeal  to  go 
ahead,  but  to  involve  all  parties  — 
both  the  applicant  and  any 
objectors  —  at  this  stage,  said  Mr 
Axon.  "FPCs  are  being  forced  to 
back  away  from  judicial  reviews 
because  they  cannot  afford  it,  but 
may  one  day  face  action  from  the 
other  side  having  avoided  legal 


action  by  the  applicant. ' ' 

The  Department  of  HeaJth  has 
recently  given  advice  on  identical 
or  overlapping  applications,  said 
Mr  Axon.  Pharmacists  sometimes 
"put  down  a  marker"  for 
particular  premises  on  the  basis 
that  applications  are  treated  on  a 
first  come  first  served  basis.  The 
DoH  has  indicated  that  if  the 
applicant  then  asks  for  his 
application  to  be  held,  it  can  be 
passed  over  if  a  further  application 
for  the  same  location  is  received. 

For  applications  where  one 
party  holds  the  property,  but  the 
other  has  applied  for  and  holds  the 
contract,  PPSCs  must  satisfy 
themselves  of  the  intention  to 
open  at  the  proposed  premises 
and  accept  or  reject  the  application 
accordingly. 


RPA  advised 
to  lie  low 

The  Rural  Pharmacist's 
Association  is  "Luddite"  in  its 
thinking  on  supervision,  said 
RPSGB  Council  member  David 
Allen.  He  advised  RPA  members 
to  "lay  low  and  stop  stirring  the 
mud". 

But  contrary  to  the  views 
expressed  by  many  recently,  he 
did  not  think  that  opening  up 
Council's  deliberations  to  the 
profession  would  have  helped. 
"Council  managed  to  confine  itself 
during  the  course  of  its  debate  — 
it  was  very  complex.  I  think  some 
Council  members  still 
misunderstand  it,"  he  said. 


David  Allen,  RPSGB 


Baby  boom  looming? 


The  next  period  of  substantial 
growth  in  the  disposable  nappy 
market  is  expected  in  the 
mid-1990s  when  the  baby  boom  of 
the  sixties  could  be  repeated, 
according  to  Tony  Birchall, 
Richardson-Vicks  pharmacy 
national  accounts  manager. 

The  chemist  sector  of  the 
market  has  grown  by  20  per  cent 
in  the  last  three  years,  partly  due 
to  own  label,  and  partly  due  to 
changes  in  distribution  such  as 
Countercall  taking  on  Peaudouce, 
and  Richardson-Vicks  handling 
Pampers  for  the  chemist  trade  on 
behalf  of  their  parent  company 
Proctor  &  Gamble. 

Own  label  is  currently  the 
biggest  seller  from  pharmacies, 
and  Mr  Birchall  suggested  stock 
should  be  trimmed  to  own  label 
and  two  other  brands.  "We  can 
provide  a  generic  planogram  for 
merchandising  nappies  with 
suitable  regional  variations." 
S  Conditioner  is  used  by  69  per 
cent  of  all  men,  styling  mousse  by 
29  per  cent,  styling  gel  by  37  per 


cent  and  hairspray  by  32  per  cent, 
according  to  L'Oreal.  The  figures 
are  higher,  nearly  double  for 
mousses  and  gels,  among  the 
16-24  age  group. 


It's  not  Angel  Delight ,  but  it  can 
be  eaten  if  you 've  got  a  strong 
stomach. .  .Tony  Birchall, 
Richardson-Vicks  pharmacy 
national  accounts  manager, 
demonstrates  the  hygroscopic 
qualities  contained  within 
Pampers  disposable  nappies 


Mr  P.J.  Troughton,  sales  development  manager  from  NCC  head  office 
and  retiring  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Co-operative 
Officials,  Superintendent  Chemists  and  Opticians  Association,  hands 
over  to  his  successor,  MrD.A.  McNeill,  superintendent  pharmacist  of 
the  Plymouth  &  South  Devon  Co-operative  Society 


Goodwill  towards  RDC 
breaking  down  —  Coleman 


The  goodwill  and  commonsense 
which  prevailed  when  the  Clothier 
Regulations  first  came  into  force  is 
breaking  down,  according  to 
PSNC  vice-chairman  David 
Coleman. 

The  Rural  Dispensing 
Committee,  of  which  he  is  also  a 
member,  is  having  to  look  more 
and  more  over  its  shoulder  at  legal 
challenges.  The  decision  by 
doctors  at  Writtle  in  Essex  to  go 
for  a  judicial  review  (which  is  still 
unresolved)  is  souring 
relationships,  he  said,  and  has 
resulted  in  some  GPs  forgetting 
the  purpose  of  the  legislation  in  an 
effort  to  exploit  any  means  by 
which  decisions  can  be  delayed. 

In  almost  every  case  an  appeal 
is  lodged.  "This  produces  delay 
for  the  pharamcist  who  wishes  to 
open,  and  confusion  for  the 
patient,  and  the  Department  of 
HeaJth  has  become  inundated  with 
work, ' '  said  Mr  Colman.  Appeals 
were  intended  to  deal  with  special 
cases,  not  to  be  a  second  bite  of 
the  cherry. 

Judicial  challenges  have  also 
altered  the  intention  of  the 
Regulations,  he  alleged. 
"Preliminary  consent"  was 
intended  to  allow  a  pharmacist  a 
"toe  in  the  water".  He  could 
apply  to  the  RDC,  indicating  the 
location  where  he  wanted  to 
practice,  and  on  receiving  the 
RDC  decision  had  a  year  to  apply 
for  a  contract  in  that  location.  It 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to 
buy  the  property  in  advance. 

Now  it  appears  the  exact 
location,  ie  premises,  is  required 
leaving  the  pharmacist  with  the 
dilemma  of  either  buying  the 
property  before  he  has 
permission,  or  being  at  the  mercy 
of  a  gazumper  afterwards,  said  Mr 
Coleman.  He  recommended  the 
first  option. 

No  consideration  is  being 
shown  for  the  quality  of  service 
that  is  already  provided  when 


applications  are  made,  he  said. 
Applicants,  and  this  applied 
equally  to  pharmacists  as  to 
doctors,  are  more  likely  to 
succeed  if  the  incumbent 
contractor  is  providing  an 
excellent  service.  It  would  appear 
then  that  the  service  would  be 
maintained,  whereas  if  only  a 
"bare  essentials"  service  was 
provided  the  existing  contractor's 
"defensive"  position  appears 
strengthened. 

But  the  Clothier  agreement 
does  not  need  renegotiating,  said 
Mr  Coleman,  rather  the 
underlying  points  need  re- 
examining. "It  must  be 
recognised  that  the  thinking 
behind  Clothier  is  nearly  15  years 
old, ' '  he  said.  Dispensing  doctors 
—  there  are  around  3,000  of  them 
serving  6  per  cent  of  patients  — 
are  a  problem  peculiar  to  England 
and  Wales,  where  there  are  more 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  EEC 
together. 

When  the  then  Minister  Dr 
David  Owen  set  up  the  Clothier 
Committee  he  made  it  clear  that 
the  professions  would  have  to 
come  up  with  an  agreed  solution, 
and  only  then  would  he  legislate. 
Subsequent  ministers  have  taken 
a  similar  attitude,  said  Mr 
Coleman.  At  the  time  of  the 
voluntary  standstill  no  new 
pharmacy  had  opened  in  a  rural 
area  for  five  years  and  the  overall 
number  of  premises  was  in  rapid 
decline. 

"On  the  pharmacy  side  there 
was  a  feeling  that  they  had  to  stop 
the  rot,"  he  said.  "Pharmacists 
could  be  put  out  of  business 
overnight  if  a  GP  decided  to  start 
dispensing.  The  only  protection 
he  had  was  the  one  mile  rule.  It 
was  as  anachronistic  then  as  it  is 
now,  but  it  was  something  we 
were  stuck  with.  One  positive 
outcome  is  that  no  rural 
pharmacies  have  been  lost  since 
the  regulations  were  introduced. 
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Steroids  confession  made 
'under  pressure,'  says  chemist 


A  pharmacist  accused  of  selling 
anabolic  steroids  to  professional 
body  builders  claimed  this  week 
he  admitted  the  offence  only 
because  he  was  "nervous".  Halil 
Ozdemir  said  he  was  pressured 
into  confession  after 
Pharmaceutical  Society 
inspectors  conducted  a  16-month 
investigation  into  his  activities. 

Mr  Ozdemir,  of  Wood  Green, 
North  London,  denied  before  the 
Society's  Statutory  Committee  a 
charge  of  misconduct  by  failing  to 
exercise  effective  control  over  the 
safe  and  supply  of  drugs  subject  to 
abuse  and  misuse. 

The  hearing  was  told  Mr 
Ozdemir  confessed  to  the 
inspectors  that  he  illegally  sold  the 
drugs  to  gym  owners  in  Tilbury, 
Stratford  and  Leytonstone, 
Essex,  and  to  a  man  in  Croydon, 
Surrey.  Champion  body  builder 
Malcolm  Brown,  of  Grays,  Essex, 
said  he  had  received  vitamins  and 
fitness  supplements  from  Mr 
Ozdemir,  but  no  other  drugs. 

Mr  Brown,  former  owner  of 
the  His  and  Hers  Health  and 
Fitness  Centre  in  Tilbury,  Essex, 
denied  telling  inspectors  that  Mr 
Ozdemir  supplied   him  with 


steroids  and  growth  hormones. 
But  he  admitted  having  taken  the 
drugs  before  the  British 
Championships  last  year. 

Mr  Ozdemir  admitted  selling 
the  drugs  without  prescription  to 
raise  money  to  buy  the  freehold  of 
his  pharmacy  in  Leytonstone,  the 
Committee  heard  in  evidence.  But 
he  later  retracted  the  admissions. 
He  was  unable  to  account  foT  34 
packs  of  Anapolon,  containing  100 
tablets  each,  and  187  vials  of 
Somatonorm. 

Society  inspector  George 
Norris  said  Mr  Ozdemir  told  him 
in  an  interview:  "I  sold  these 
medicines  to  professional  body 
builders  for  their  personal  use. 
They  said  they  knew  how  to  use 
these  medicines  and  needed  them 
desperately  for  a  show. ' ' 

Later  he  claimed  he  was 
pressured  into  the  confession  and 
said  the  only  steroids  sold  to  body 
builders  were  supplied  legally  by 
prescription  through  a  London 
doctor.  The  rest  were  supplied  to 
a  doctor  in  Cyprus  to  treat  a  locally 
prevalent  blood  disease.  Cross- 
examined  by  defence  counsel 
Jonathan  Fisher,  Mr  Norris 
admitted  that  "very  little"  profit 


THINKING  ABOUT  SHOPFITTING? 


*  for  a  superb 
looking  shop 
+  increased 
t/o  and  profits 

PLEASE  RING 
01-805  6240 


MODISPLAY  (SHOPFITTING}  LTD 

1  LOCKFIELD  AVE,  ENFIELD,  MIDDX  EN3  7UU. 


HIGH  QUALITY  GRADUATED 
COMPRESSION 

HOSIERY  FOR  F.P.10  PRESCRIPTIONS. 


Sewn  in  labels  showing  washing  instructions,  class  and 
size  make  repeat  prescriptions  easy. 


COMPRESSION  CLASSES  1,2  and  3  IN  ALL 
SIZES  READILY  AVAILABLE.  OPEN  TOE 
DESIGN  IN  CLASSES  2  AND  3 


ALL  DUOMED  CLASS  2  OPEN  TOE  STOCKINGS  NOW 
AVAILABLE  FROM  LOCAL  UNICHEM  BRANCHES 
(subject  to  Unichem  Medical  Profit  Share). 


Medi  U.K.  Ltd..  Fields  Yard.  Plough  Lane. 
HEREFORD  HR4  OEL.  Tel:  0432  51682 


was  made  from  the  sales  - 
usually  no  more  than  £2.  But  he 
said  Mr  Ozdemir  made  the  sales 
to  help  ease  a  cashflow  problem. 

Mr  Norris  denied  pressure 
was  put  on  Mr  Ozdemir  to  gain  a 
confession.  Mr  Ozdemir  told  the 
hearing  he  supplied  Anapolon  and 
Somatonorm  to  an  American  body 
builder  —  but  did  it  legally  on  a 
private  prescription.  He  said  he 
had  answered  a  plea  for  help  from 
a  doctor  at  a  hospital  in  Turkish 
Cyprus  where  there  was  a 
shortage  of  drugs.  He  claimed  a 
fellow  Turkish-Cypriot  doctor  in 
London  supplied  prescriptions. 

Asked  why  there  was  no 
mention  in  his  records,  he  said  he 
did  not  have  an  export  licence  and 
thought  it  was  illegal  to  supply 
Cyprus. 

He  said  he  had  made  the 
admissions  because  he  was 
"nervous".  Mr  Michael  Sullivan, 
for  the  Society,  told  Mr  Ozdemir: 
"If  there  was  a  scrap  of  truth  in 
the  Cyprus  link,  I  put  it  to  you  that 
you  would  have  mentioned  it  to 
the  inspectors  in  your  first 
interview."  The  hearing  was 
adjourned  until  December  14 
when  a  verdict  is  expected. 


AAHto 
collect  BNF 


All  wholesalers  in  the  AAH  group 
are  to  collect  copies  of  the  14th 
and  15th  editions  of  the  BNF  from 
community  pharmacists  for 
distribution  to  developing 
countries. 

The  collection  will  take  place 
between  October  24  and  28  as 
part  of  the  second  Pharmaid  week 
organised  by  the  Commonwealth 
Pharmaceutical  Association.  CPA 
secretary  Raymond  Dickinson  is 
urging  pharmacists  to  recover 
copies  of  the  pink  and  green  cover 
BNFs  from  GP  colleagues  as  well. 


Watch  H202 

Mary  Allen,  head  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association's 
information  department,  warns 
pharmacists  to  watch  out  for 
purchasers  of  bulk  hydrogen 
peroxide.  A  pharmacist  phoned, 
worried  about  its  possible  misuse 
after  a  customer  had  bought  all  his 
stock  with  some  citric  acid.  A 
check  by  Mrs  Allen  revealed  that 
hydrogen  peroxide  can  be  used  to 
make  methylene  dioxy 
amphetamine  and  citric  acid  is 
used  to  makes  black  market 
heroin  more  soluble. 


PHARMA-6-E-0-T-I-64-1-S 


Specialist  Wholesalers  to  the  Community  Pharmacist 


MARTON'S  MENU  —  OCTOBER  88 


• 

AMOXYCILLIN  250  mg  caps 

500 

£31.99 

• 

AMOXYCILLIN  500  mg  caps 

100 

£13.99 

• 

FLUCLOXACILLIN  250  mg  caps 

500 

£24.99 

• 

TAMOXIFEN  20  mg  tabs  (blister  pack) 

250 

£41.25 

• 

GLIBENCLAMIDE  5  mg  BP  tabs  .  . 

1000 

£  6.95 

• 

DILTIAZEM  60  mg  tabs   

100 

£13.05 

021-359  8071 


60  Adams  Street,  Nechells,  Birmingham  B7  4LT 
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Council  to  investigate 
training  of  support  staff 


The  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Council  is  to  set  up  a 
working  group  to  consider  the 
education  and  training  of  support 
staff. 

The  group  is  to  investigate  the 
training  needs  and  training 
provision  for  the  roles  of  such  staff 
as  specified  in  Council's  proposals 
on  supervision.  Council  agreed 
that  before  starting  its  task,  the 
working  group  should  more 
clearly  define  the  different  roles 
for  support  staff,  possibly  as 
specific  job  descriptions. 

At  this  month's  Council 
meeting,  John  Myers  asked  what 
the  working  group  would  do  that 
had  not  been  done  already. 

Nicholas  Wood,  Education 
Committee  chairman,  said  there 
was  a  need  to  examine  the 
different  qualifications  available  for 
support  staff,  which  included  all 
dispensing  technicians  in  hospital 
and  community  pharmacy, 
pharmacy  assistants  and  counter 
assistants  involved  at  the 
medicines  counter.  The  aim  was 
to  look  at  training  levels  for  those 
people  and  the  links  between 
courses.  Funding  might  be 
available  for  training.  It  was  also 
important  to  look  at  accreditation 
by  the  Society. 

The  president,  Bernard 
Silverman,  added  that  the  various 
levels  of  training  would  be 
considered  for  their  suitability  for 
the  wider  role  envisaged.  It  was  a 
co-ordination  function  and  was  not 
duplicating  or  going  back  on 
anything  that  had  been  done 
previously. 

Promoting  industry'  careers 

The  Society  is  to  take  further 
action  both  to  encourage 
pharmaceutical  companies  to 
employ  pharmacy  preregistration 


graduates  and  to  promote  careers 
in  the  industry  to  pharmacy 
students. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the 
Industrial  Pharmacists  Group 
Committee  Council  agreed  that  a 
letter  be  sent  to  site  personnel 
directors  in  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  extolling  the  virtue  of 
employing  preregistration 
graduates  and  also  seeking 
information  on  the  current 
number  of  pharmacists  employed. 

It  was  also  agreed  that,  to 
supplement  the  established  visits 
to  schools  of  pharmacy  by 
industrial  pharmacists  to  talk 
about  industry  careers,  the  team 
leaders  should  be  encouraged  to 
maintain  contact  throughout  the 
year  with  the  schools  they  had 
visited.  Team  leaders  would  also 
be  asked  to  consider  the 
involvement  of  students  in 
practical  projects  within  their  own 
companies,  as  would  other  panel 
members  in  a  position  to  do  so. 

The  constitution  of  the 
Industrial  Pharmacists  Group  is  to 
be  amended  to  add  as  an  additional 
objective  "to  promote  the 
professional  contribution  of 
pharmacists  in  the  pharmaceutical 
industry". 

API  court  case  The  case  of  the 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Importers  v  the  Society  is  to  be 
heard  at  the  European  Court  of 
Justice  on  November  22. 
Milupa  products  withdrawal 
The  Department  of  Health  has 
replied  following  the  Society's 
concern  at  the  haphazard  means  of 
disseminating  information  on 
Milupa  withdrawal  earlier  this 
year.  The  letter  said  that  the 
procedure  used  by  the 
Department  for  removing 
defective  products  from  the 


market  varied  according  to  the 
product  category  and  in  the  case 
of  Milupa  products  the  system  had 
followed  the  arrangements 
primarily  intended  for  foods. 

'  'We  are  now  paying  attention 
in  our  discussions  to  how  we  can 
improve  procedures  when 
pharmacy  has  a  major 
involvement  in  distribution, ' '  the 
letter  added. 

Dr  Hopkin  Maddock  asked  if  a 
written  assurance  could  be 
obtained  from  the  Department 
that  it  would  in  future  consult 
pharmacy  distribution  channels. 
The  treasurer,  Colin  Hitchings, 
said  that  it  appeared  the 
Department  was  getting  to  grips 
with  the  problem  and  he  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  take  any 


further  action.  The  secretary  and 
registrair  John  Ferguson,  said  he 
thought  the  wording  of  the 
Department's  letter  met  Dr 
Maddock' s  point. 
Defective  medicines 
procedure  A  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Department  of  Health  on 
September  30  to  consider  the 
defective  medicines  reporting 
procedure.  The  Practice 
Committee  received  a  verbal 
report  and  agreed  to  consider  the 
matter  further  once  a  formal  note 
of  the  meeting  had  been  received 
from  the  Department. 
Pharmacist  on  ABPI  code 
committee?  A  further  approach 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Association  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  seeking  the  appointment 


Proud  winner  of  the  July  Merrell  Dow  prize  for  the  best  student  to 
complete  the  NPA 's  Staff  Training  Course,  is  Margaret  MacRae  of 
Kyle  Pharmacy,  Ross  &  Cromarty.  The  £20  prize  was  presented  by 
Dick  Bissett  of  Merrell  Dow,  the  certificate  by  Andrew  Peat,  the  NPA 's 
assistant  training  officer,  seen  together  with  pharmacist,  Geoffrey 
Webster 


Sure-Lax  is  a  safe,  effective 
and  gentle  laxative 
you  can  recommend 
with  confidence. 


?Pberry  flav 
•axativ 


Available  in  two  sizes,  Sure-Lax 
is  a  sure  seller.  Make  sure  you  stock  it. 

A    SURE    SHIELD    FAMILY  REMEDY 


E  G  Marketing  Ltd  .Burton- on-Trent, Staffs 
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"SALES 
HIGHER  THAN 
FORECAST" 

"Beanstalk's  display 
system  is  excellent,  it  is 
easier  to  manage,  provides 
a  better  method  of  display 
and  a  more  professional 
image  than  other  systems 
we  have  used  and  we  have 
surpassed  our  anticipated 
turnover  dramatically". 

Mrs.  Campbell, 

Buchanan  &  Campbell,  Glasgow 


"I  had  heard  of  refits 
taking  weeks,  we  did  it  in  a 
weekend.  First  impressions, 
were  a  feeling  of  space, 
continuity  of  stock  (many 
customers  thought  we  were 
carrying  new  lines!!)  and  a 
bright,  clean  atmosphere. 
There  is  now  a  definite 
customer  flow,  vision 
greater  and  more 
importantly,  sales  have 
increased  by  over  25%  and 
profit  is  up'  . 
Mr  M.  Kalton 
Kalmak,  London  SE1 


"In  numerous  refits  over 
the  years,  I  can  say  this  is 
undoubtedly  the  most 
exciting  development  we 
have  undertaken.  I  can  find 
no  praise  high  enough  to 
describe  the  attention  given 
to  every  detail  of  the  job  by 
the  company  representative, 
which  enabled  this  refit  to 
be  completed  so  successfully 
and  with  such  an  immediate 
and  dramatic  increase  in 


Mr  G.  Shepherd, 

G.M.  Shepherd  Ltd,  Ellon 


'RING  UP'  BEANSTALK 
FOR  THE  PROFESSIONAL 

APPROACH  TO 
PROFITABLE  RETAILING 


T 


Let  Beanstalk  open 
the  door  to 
greater  profits. 


he  Beanstalk  Retail  Display  System  will  open  up  your  shop  into  a 
bright,  well-organised  'user-friendly'  environment,  and  more  importantly 
open  the  door  to  greater  profit  opportunities. 

You'll  be  amazed  how  Beanstalk's  Resources  can  transform 
congested,  inefficient  display  areas  into  spacious,  professional  store 
layouts  that  positively  encourage  more  purchases  and  more  repeat  visits. 

Beanstalk  has  over  35  years'  experience  of  the  retail  pharmacy  market 
and  with  a  national  network  of  professional  consultants  whose  role 
it  is  to  open  up  a  brighter,  more 
profitable  future  for  the  independent 
retailer,  and  a  fast,  efficient  delivery 
and  installation  service  from 
nationwide  branches,  you'll  see  why 
you  should  be  talking  to  Beanstalk. 

Call  us  now  on  (0243)  788111  (24  hrs), 
or  'FREEPOST'  the  coupon  below. 

Ask  about  our  Leasing  Scheme 


Please  tell  me  more  about  Beanstalk's  Resources 
that  open  the  door  to  more  profitable  retailing 

Name: 

Trading  as:  

Address: 


Post  Code: 


Tel: 


Beanstalk  Ltd. 

Freepost,  Chichester,  West  Sussex  POl  9  2TZ 
Phone  (0243)  788111  24  Hrs 
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Department  moves  on  OPD 


At  a  reception  at  Lancaster  House  last  week  the  Defence  Secretary 
George  Younger  presented  certificates  to  the  first  nine  top  companies 
who  have  pledged  support  for  the  Volunteer  Reserve  Forces.  Mike 
Coldwell  (left)  is  seen  here  receiving  his  certificate  on  behalf  of  Boots  Co 
pic.  The  Ministry  of  Defence  has  launched  a  five  year  campaign  aimed 
at  raising  awareness  of  the  role  played  by  the  Volunteer  Reserve,  and 
encouraging  a  more  sympathetic  attitude  by  employers  towards  those  of 
their  employees  who  have  enlisted.  Over  50  firms  have  already  pledged 
their  support. 


of  a  community  pharmacist  to  the 
ABPI  code  of  practice  committee 
(human  medicines).  The  Industrial 
Pharmacists  Group  noted  that  a 
similar  approach  made  in  October 
1986,  had  been  unsuccessful,  but 
it  was  felt  the  time  was 
appropriate  to  make  further 
representations. 
Nurse  prescribing  The  Society 
is  to  send  a  representative  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Department  of 
Health  advisory  group  on  nurse 
prescribing  to  discuss  the 
Society's  views.  The  meeting  is 
on  November  9. 

Standardisation  of  generics 

Council  has  acccepted  an 
invitation  from  the  Association  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  to  discuss  the 
standardisation  of  presentation  of 
solid-dose  generics.  The 
invitation  followed  an  approach 
from  the  Society  in  response  to  a 
resolution  of  the  1988  branch 
representatives'  meeting  which 
asked  Council  to  seek  the 
standardisation  of  colour,  shape 
and  coding  of  generic  tablets  in  the 
interest  of  patient  acceptance  and 
safety. 

Programme  on  solvent  abuse 

Council  has  accepted  an  invitation 
to  nominate  Society 
representatives  to  take  part  in  a 
proposed  television  documentary 
and  studio  debate  on  volatile 
substance  abuse. 
Anabolic  steroids  Following 
recent  publicity  about  the  use  of 
anabolic  steroids  by  Olympic 
athletes,  there  has  been  a  sharp 
increase  in  the  number  of 
requests  from  police  forces  for 
assistance  by  the  Society's 
inspectorate  in  investigating 
allegations  of  illegal  supply.  It  was 
noted  that,  as  the  Society  has  a 
statutory  duty  to  investigate 
allegations  of  illegal  sales,  there 
could  be  serious  implications  for 
the  work  of  the  inspectorate  if 
such  allegations  continued  at  a 
high  level. 

Concern  over  12-hour  shifts 

The  Society  is  to  write  to  a 
multiple  pharmacy  company 
expressing  concern  that  it 
apparently  expects  pharmacists  to 
work  12-hour  shifts  without 
breaks.  The  Ethics  Committee 
took  the  view  that  the  long  hours 
could  adversely  affect  the 
pharmacists'  ability  to  maintain  a 
high  quality  of  service.  The 
Committee  noted  that  the 
company  had  agreed  to  re- 
examine its  policy,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  further  information  be 
sought  as  to  how  the  company 


proposed  to  improve  the  situation. 
How  pharmacists  dress  The 

Society's  working  party  on  the 
Code  of  Ethics  is  to  be  asked  to 
consider  the  matter  of 
pharmacists'  standards  of  dress. 
Logo  on  racing  bikes  The 
Society  is  to  write  to  the  managing 
director  of  a  multiple  pharmacy 
company  objecting  to  the 
appearance  of  the  company  logo 
on  racing  motorcycle  sidecars. 
The  view  of  the  Ethics  Committee 
is  that  such  a  form  of  advertising  is 
undignified. 

Mr  Sharpe's  latest  role  The 

Council  greeted  with  pleasure  the 
news  that  David  Sharpe  had  been 
elected  a  vice-president  of  the 
International  Pharmaceutical 
Federation. 

Scherer  award  judges  The 

Society's  nominees  on  the  panel 
of  judges  for  the  R.P.  Scherer 
award  are  to  be  asked  to  continue 
for  a  further  three-year  period. 
They  are  Dr.  B.M.  Hunter, 
Professor  P.H.  Elworthy  and 
Professor  T.M.  Jones. 
Schools  visits  During  the 
1988-89  academic  year  the 
Society  is  to  undertake 
accreditation  visits  for 
undergraduate  degree  courses  at 
Sunderland,  Cardiff  and 
Manchester  schools  of  pharmacy. 
Dinner  guests  Among  the 
guests  of  Council  at  dinner  on 
October  4  were:  Sir  Frederick 
Warner  (chairman,  Council  of 
Science  and  Technology 
Institutes),  Lord  Goff  of  Chievely 
(chairman  of  court,  University  of 
London),  Sir  Graham  Wilkins 
(chairman  of  council,  School  of 
Pharmacy,  University  of  London), 
Mr  D.  Lewis  (former  secretary 
and  registrar  of  the  Society), 
Professor  J.R.  Quayle  (vice- 
chancellor,  Bath  University), 
Professor  R.  Flower  (head  of 
school  of  pharmacy,  Bath 
university),  Dr  S.  Haggard  (chief 
executive,  Health  Education 
Authority)  Mr  W.R.  Doughty 
(chairman,  North  West  Thames 
regional  health  authority),  Dr  E. 
Fullerton  (regional  pharmaceutical 
officer,  North  West  Thames 
RHA),  Mr  J.  Kerr  (president, 
PSND,  Mr  D.  Lawson  (secretary, 
PSND,  Mr  K.J.  Gray  (chairman  of 
the  Society's  Scottish 
Department  Executive),  Ms  M. 
Treacy  (secretary,  BPSA),  Mr  D. 
Tait  (president,  BPSA),  Mr  N. 
Hodgkinson  (health 
correspondent,  Sunday  Times) 
and  Mrs  J.  Okunsanya 
(registrar/secretary,  Pharmacists 
Board  of  Nigeria). 


The  Department  of  Health  is 
shortly  to  consult  the  Society  and 
other  interested  parties  on 
proposals  for  a  voluntary  code  of 
practice  for  the  development  of 
original  pack  dispensing.  One 
proposal  is  for  pack  sizes  of  28 
units  and  28  days. 

The  Minister  for  Health  has 
written  to  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society  after 
receiving  copies  of 
correspondence  between  the 
Society  and  the  Association  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Industry. 

The  Minister's  reply  said: 
"The  content  of  those  letters 
clearly  shows  why  this  question 
has  proved  so  intractable.  My 
understanding  is  that  the  industry 
remains  opposed  to  your 
preferred  solution  of  -28-dose 
packs  for  medicines  for  long-term 
treatment.  For  my  part,  I  accept 
that  there  are  arguments  for  an 
appropriate  degree  of  prescriber 
flexibility,  but  I  do  not  see  why 
that  requires  a  system  based  on 
28-unit  packs.  It  should  suffice 


that  such  be  available  for 
prescription  in  the  minority  of 
cases  where  departure  from  the 
recommended  dosage  is  justified. 

"My  Department  will  be 
writing  very  shortly  to  interested 
parties,  proposing  a  voluntary 
code  for  the  orderly  development 
of  original  pack  prescribing.  The 
draft  code  will  propose  two  pack 
sizes  in  this  area,  of  28  units  and 
28  days,  and  otherwise  reflect  the 
subcommittee's  recommenda- 
tions on  pack  size,  with  minor 
variations  only.  That  consultation! 
should  reveal  whether  an  agreed; 
solution  to  this  long-running 
problem  is  possible." 

It  is  understood  that  the  draft: 
code  is  likely  to  be  based  on  the 
original  report  of  the  joint  standing! 
advisory  subcommittees  on  OPD1 
representing    the  medical, 
pharmaceutical  and  nursing 
professions.  Their  report  was 
submitted  to  Ministers  in  June! 
1986;  it  was  never  published  |. 
officially  but  was  distributed  to  the  I: 
relevant  organisations. 


r 


G1YE  YOUR  CUSTOMERS1  HAIR  A  TREAT.  ■■ 

with  Psl-Food  capsules.  Silo  risk,  no  rubbing  |  NATIONAL  CAMPAIGN  KfP^mmmTol 

Pil-Food.  the  Swiss  nutritional  supplement  with  'f"rt9  w"nL  wwirMIUIW  SET  OOHVIMT  Qj) 


jpplement 

extracts  of  protein  and  millet  plus  vitamins 
Retail  £19.68/ 100  caps  (1  month  tds).  List  £1 1.97  ex  VAT 

FROM  MACARTHYS/UNICHEM/VESTRIC 

AND  LOCAL  WHOLESALERS  OR  DIRECT 

LA  Ungar.  Lake  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  36  Haven  Green,  London  W5  2NX  Tel:  01-997  8247 
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Not 
unrealistic... 

I  thank  J.D.  Glasman  for  his 
comments  on  my  ideas  regarding 
realistic  locum  tenens 
remuneration  (Sept  24).  Firstly 
my  precise  and  clearly  argued 
points  appear  to  have  been  lost  on 
him  in  my  shock-to-his-system 
hourly  rate.  Locums  do  require 
paid  statutory  and  vacational 
holidays  and  are  also  required  to 
pay  national  insurance 
contributions.  These  three  items 
are  obviously  omitted  from  his 
calculations.  I  do  not  intend  to  be 
drawn  into  the  semantics  of 
managers'  salaries,  however, 
using  his  meagre  figures 
(excluding  perks  but  including 
these  three  necessary  items) 
even  by  my  basic  pharmacy 
economics  this  will  equate  to  a 
figure  in  excess  of  £10  per  hour. 

Secondly  I  and  the  other 
constituent  members  of  PSNC  do 
not  take  lightly  disparaging 
remarks  about  our  apparent  lack 
of  vigour  in  our  negotiations  both 
up  front  and  behind  the  scenes 
with  the  Department  of  Health.  If 
Mr  Glasman  thinks  he  can  do  a 
better  job  than  Alan  Spivak,  his 
area  representative,  then  the 
PSNC  elections  are  only  18 
months  away. 

Thirdly,  as  I  have  clearly 
stated  and  repeated  occasionally 
the  perpetual  whining  and 
Scrooge-like  attitude  of  some 
contractors  only  rebounds 
straight  back  on  themselves.  Pay 
a  truly  professional  rate  and  you 
will  receive  a  truly  professional 
fee.  You  will  be  regarded  as  a  true 
professional  and  part  of  the 
primary  health  care  team. 


David  Thomas 

PSNC,  Wolverhampton 


Joint  action 
on  NHS  pay? 

In  the  recent  correspondence  on 
locum  rates  Jeffrey  Glasman 
(C&D,  October  1)  very  astutely 
nets  down  management  salary  to 
a  derisory  £8  per  hour.  If  he  chose 
to  persue  the  equation  further  he 


would  find  that  the  hourly  rate 
received  by  proprietors  —  who 
generally  work  longer  hours  than 
managers  —  is  significantly  less 
than  even  this  figure.  It  is  no  small 
wonder  that  pharmacists  are 
"financially"  the  laughing  stock  of 
their  professional  peers. 

Your  earlier  correspondent 
David  Thomas  certainly  requires 
a  course  in  pharmacy  economics, 
but,  rather  more  importantly,  so 
does  the  Minister  for  Health! 

So  where  is  the  way  out  of  this 
impasse?  The  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee 
appears  to  achieve  little  in  this 
respect.  So  where  does  our 
learned  Society  stand  in  all  this? 
The  purse  strings  are  so  tight  that 
the  celestial  infant  called  "The 
expanded  role  of  the  pharmacist  in 
the  community"  is  almost  certain 
to  be  throttled  at  birth. 

The  answer  has  to  be  a  joint 
approach  by  the  Society  and 
PSNC.  Professional  standards  are 
at  risk  due  to  low  returns  for  NHS 
work  leading  to  lack  of  manpower 
to  provide  even  the  most  basic 
level  of  service  (Locums,  after  all, 
are  expensive  luxuries). 
Community  pharmacists  have 
essentially  subsidised  the  NHS 
through  their  commercial  activity 
to  the  extent  that  the  Department 
of  Health  has  been  able  to  reduce 
real  income  from  dispensing 
activity  to  virtually  nil.  Working  in 
a  busy  dispensary  today  must  be  a 
bit  like  the  mouse  on  the  treadmill. 
You  never  get  to  the  end,  and  the 
more  you  do,  the  less  you  get  out. 

The  Society  needs  to  make  a 
start  by  establishing  the  money 
required  to  provide  the  service 
properly.  Then,  how  about 
limitation  of  supply  being  a  matter 
of  professional  conduct,  surely  a 
responsible,  self-funding  action  to 
take.  PSNC  would  then  have  the 
solid  platform  of  the  pre-requisite 
standards  of  the  whole  profession 
to  negotiate  from,  as  opposed  to 
the  current  exercise  of  shuffling 
"notional"  and  "average"  and 
adjusted  amounts  around  a 
balance  sheet  which  means 
precious  little. 

So,  Council  and  PSNC 
members,  there  you  have  it, 
Utopia  is  revealed.  And  if  you 
don't  know  where  to  start?  I 
suggest  you  ask  the  branches.  I 
am  sure  that  many  will  be  able  to 
contribute  to  the  debate. 


David  Greenwood 

Wells,  Somerset 


Multipl 
take  over? 

For  two  years  the  British 
Pharmacists  Association  has 
bombarded  the  profession  with  its 
views  on  issues  needing  an  airing. 
Too  few  listened.  Many  reasons 
could  be  cited  for  this,  but 
whatever  the  truth,  it  is  my  view 
that  radicalism  does  have  its  place 
even  in  a  conservative  profession. 

I  refer  to  the  PJ  editorial 
(October  8)  which  quotes  member 
of  Council,  Mr  Nicholas  Wood,  as 
predicting  the  virtual  end  of 
independent  community  owner- 
occupied  pharmacies  within  12 
years.  This  alarms  some  within 
the  establishment. 

Pharmacists,  particularly 
Council  members,  will  recollect 
that  in  1985-87  at  public  meetings 
from  Lands  End  to  John  0' Groats 
I  said  that  if  the  new  NHS  contract 
was  implemented  most 
pharmacists  would  end  up  as 
employees  of  large  retail 
conglomerates.  Can  we  be  said  to 
possess  professional 
independence  when  big  business, 
run  by  non-pharmacists,  holds  our 
purse  strings? 

Tragically,  many  on  Council,  at 
the  PSNC.  at  the  NPA  hold 
different  views.  In  my  opinion, 
knowingly  or  unknowingly  the 
profession  was  deceived  by  their 
actions.  And  because  they  did  not 
explain  in  an  unbiased  way  all  the 
implications  of  the  new  NHS 
contract  to  their  colleagues,  a 
majority  of  community 
pharmacists  were  coerced  to 
accept  a  contract  which  inevitably 
delivers  the  profession  to  the  big 
battalions  and  denies  young 
pharmacists  their  opportunity  to 
be  their  own  boss.  Now  a  Council 
member  sees  it!  Mr  Wood,  with 
respect,  you  are  three  years  too 
late.  Abe  Lincoln's  "cunning 
tyrants"  have  already  done  their 
job. 

For  this,  and  many  other 
reasons,  I  believe  some  Council 
members  must  be  replaced  by  the 
ballot  box.  If  you  are  willing  to  help 
in  this  process,  please  write  to  me 
at  BPA,  44  Duke  St,  Douglas,  Isle 
of  Man  (Tel:  0624  74014).  Like 
others,  BPA  has  no  confidence  in 
Council! 


Charles  Flynn 

Chairman ,  BPA 


Fo^irst  Class  Quality  &  Value,  the  choice  is  Quitted*  itself! 


COMPRESSION 
HOSIERY 


Complete  Made-to-Measure  service  in 
traditional  qualities  including 
Flatbed  Knit,  One  Way  Stretch  and 
Nylon  Net. 


•  Stock  Belts  (abdominal  &  spinal) 

•  Elastic  Band  Trusses 

•  JockStraps    •Athletic  Slips 

•  Stockinette  Bandages  D.T. 


DRUG  TARIFF  COMPRESSION  HOSIERY  IN  BELOW  KNEE  AND  THIGH  STYLES  -  CLASSES  I,  II  &  III 


HEALTHCARE 
PRODUCTS 


E.  SALLIS  LIMITEP    Waterford  St.,  Old  Basford,  Nottingham  NG6  0DH   0602  787841/2 
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SSNEWS 


Boots  out 

of  Canada 

Boots  have  announced  that  Boots 
Drug  Stores  (Canada)  are  to  be 
sold  to  The  Oshawa  Group  Ltd,  in 
an  agreement  that  should  be 
completed  on  November  14  1988, 
subject  to  regulatory  approval. 

Boots  will  then  cease  to  have 
any  drug  store  interests  in 
Canada,  but  Boots  will  continue  to 
sell  prescription  medicines  and 
consumer  healthcare  products 
through  its  Industrial  Division  in 
Canada. 


'Misleading 
pricing  probe7 

Trading  standards  officers  in 
Birmingham  are  considering 
reports  in  which  a  number  of 
retailers,  among  them  Boots,  are 
named  for  alleged  infringements  of 
section  11  of  the  Trade 
Descriptions  Act  relating  to 
misleading  pricing. 

Principal  officer  for  trading  Phil 
Cordrey  emphasised  to  C&D  that 
Boots  were  only  minor  offenders 
and  the  matter  may  not  be  taken 
further.  However,  B&Q  were  in 
court  last  Friday  on  similar 
grounds  and  a  report  is  being 
considered  concerning  Texas 
Homecare. 

The  problems  appear  to  have 
arisen  in  stores  which  have 
electronic  point  of  sale  systems, 
where  a  bar  code  on  pack  is  used 
to  identify  and  price  each  line. 
Prices  relating  to  each  bar  coded 
product  are  updated  on  a  central 
computer,  but  it  seems  that  price 
notices  on  shelf  edges  and  in 
windows  are  not  being  changed 
promptly  enough.  The  customer 
can  end  up  paying  a  different  price 
from  that  indicated. 

Boots  spokesman  Mike 
Coldwell  said  the  company  had  not 
received  any  communication  from 
Birmingham  on  the  matter.  "We 
do  not  consider  we  have  a  major 
problem.  There  has  been  no 
upsurge  of  pricing  errors  since 
EPoS  was  introduced  into  our 
stores,"  he  said. 


Lloyds  second  to  one 


and  Scotts,  with  the  24  shops  of 
the  Bannister  &  Thatcher  group 
being  added  after  the  financial  year 
end.  And  Billingtons  drug  stores 
and  Beauty  Care  were  acquired 
and  relaunched  as  Lloyds 
Supersave  under  Peter  Lloyd. 

Two  own  label  ranges  are 
being  developed  —  one  value  for 
money  and  a  more  upmarket 
"Lloyds"  range.  Currently  own 
label  sales  in  the  pharmacies 
account  for  12  per  cent  of  sales 
and  it  is  planned  to  increase  this  to 
15  per  cent  by  June  '89. 
□  It  is  rumoured  that  Lloyds  are 
about  to  purchase  a  further 
substantia]  chain  of  pharmacies.  A 
company  spokesman  would  not 
comment. 


Lloyds  Chemists  pic  have 
announced  record  turnover  and 
profits  for  the  year  ending  June  30. 
Turnover  is  up  by  167  per  cent  to 
£81. 44m  and  preliminary  profits 
have  improved  156  per  cent  to 
£4. 94m. 

The  company  says  that  it  has 
consolidated  its  position  as  the 
second  largest  retail  chemist  and 
drugstore  operator  with  357 
outlets.  A  refurbishment 
programme  has  been  accelerated 
with  eight  pharmacies  being 
refitted  every  month:  all 
drugstores  are  scheduled  for 
completion  by  June  '89. 

Four  retail  chains  were 
purchased,  including  the 
pharmacies  of  Andrews  &  Courie 


Developing  Merrell 


David  Mellor,  Minister  of  State  for 
Health  opened  the  new  Merrell 
Dow  Research  Institute  at 
Winnersh,  Berkshire  last  week. 

The  £2. 25m,  44,000  sq  ft 
building  is  a  hi-tech  facility  for  the 
development  of  new  molecules, 
and  is  one  of  six  Merrell  Dow 
research  centres  worldwide. 

Says  Peter  Lewis,  centre 
director:  "The  organisation  has 
grown  from  a  nucleus  of  five  in 
1981  to  over  75  staff,  with  a  host 
of  new  prescription  drugs  which 
we  hope  to  introduce  over  the 
next  five  years." 

Merrell  Dow  are  researching 


into  serious  infections,  epilepsy, 
heart  failure  and  tuberculosis  and 
have  three  drugs  at  the  final 
registration  phase  in  various 
countries:  Ticplanin,  anti- 
infective;  Vibatrin,  anti-epilepsy, 
and  Inoximone,  for  the  treat  of 
heart  failure. 

Managing  director,  Mr  T.R. 
Irwin,  told  the  Minister  at  the 
opening  ceremony:  "I  believe  that 
our  industry  comes  close  to 
meeting  the  stated  objectives  in 
the  Government's  recent 
response  to  the  House  of  Lords 
Select  Committee  on  Science  and 
Technology." 


David  Mellor,  Minister  of  State  for  Health  opens  the  new  Merrell  Dow 
Research  Institute  at  Winnersh ,  Berkshire,  pictured  here  with  Mr  T.  R. 
Irwin,  managing  director,  Merrell  Dow  Pharmaceuticals  (UK)  Ltd 


Banks  step 
up  credit 

card 
competition 

The  cost  to  retailers  of  accepting 
payment  by  credit  cards  may  fall 
following  Lloyds  Bank's  intention 
to  offer  dual  membership  of  the 
Visa  and  Access/Mastercard 
systems. 

Until  now  Barclays  have  been 
the  only  bank  supplying  Visa ' 
services  and  the  Joint  Credit  Card 
Company  the  only  company 
supplying  Access/Mastercard  ] 
services." 

The  Lloyds  move  has  been 
swiftly  followed  by  other  banks 
taking  action.  Barclays,  which 
already  belong  to  Visa,  have 
received  approval  to  join  Eurocard 
and  Mastercard.  And  Midland; 
Bank  and  Nat  West,  both  Access 
operators,  have  applied  for  Vida 
membership  and  independent 
membership  of  Mastercard. 

Lloyds  Bank  announced  last 
week  that  they  are  bringing 
together  all  their  plastic  card 
operations  to  offer  an  improved 
service  to  both  retailers  and  card 
holders.  The  bank  said  it  intends 
to  expand  its  card  activities  in 
response  to  a  more  competitive 
plastic  card  market  and  will  shortly 
add  Mastercard  International 
principal  membership  to  its 
current  affiliate  Mastercard  status 
through  the  Access  scheme. 

The  move  has  been  welcomed 
by  the  Retail  Consortium, 
representing  the  interests  of  large 
and  small  retailers. 


BRIEFS 


The  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry's 

retail  sales  index  for  August 
shows  chemists  up  15  percent  to 
258.  The  figure  for  all  businesses 
is  188,  up  10  per  cent.  The! 
chemist's  figure  excludes  NHS: 
receipts. 

Savory  &  Moore  Ltd,  have  acquired  a 
retail  pharmacy  operating  in 
Ynysybwl,  Mid  Glamorgan,  for 
£170,000  plus  stock  at  valuation. 
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Wellcome  tie 
up  with 
Connaught 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  has 
reached  an  agreement  with 
Canadian  manufacturer 
Connaught  Laboratories  to 
market  the  latter's  vaccines  in  the 
UK  and  Ireland. 

The  arrangement  will  make 
available  vaccines  not  at  present 
available,  although  Wellcome  will 
not  say  at  this  stage  which 
vaccines  are  to  be  introduced. 
The  company  will  be  responsible 
for  the  marketing,  distribution  and 
support  activities  for  the 
Connaught  products. 

Connaught  Laboratories  is  a 
leading  biotechnological  research 
firm,  and  Canada's  largest 
producer  of  biological  healthcare 
products.  Turnover  reached 
nearly  $200  million  (Canadian)  in 
1987. 

It  is  expected  that  new 
product  introductions  resulting 
from  the  agreement  will  be  made 
towards  the  end  of  1988. 


Ronald  Gidwitz,  president  and 
chief  executive  of  Helene  Curtis 
Incorporated,  opening  their  new 
built  Thameside  office  at  Old 
Isleworth.  The  UK  operation  — 
the  first  wholly  owned  subsidiary 
to  be  opened  outside  the  US 
(partnerships  are  the  rule)  — 
launched  Finesse  shampoo  and 
conditioner  here  earlier  in  the 
year  and  plan  range  extensions 
for  1989 


Customs 
have  bumper 
year 

Drugs  worth  £162m  were  seized 
by  the  Customs  this  year  in  over 
5,000  interceptions  of  illegal 
drugs:  this  was  more  than  twice 
the  value  of  those  seized  the  year 
before. 

A  record  amount  of  484  kg 
cocaine  was  seized,  nearly  four 
times  that  last  year,  with  the 
largest  single  consignment  ever  of 
209  kg.  Seizures  of  cannabis  rose 
to  23,430  kg  and  the  quantity  of 
amphetamine  fell  83  per  cent,  but 
this  reduction  is  thought  by  the 
Customs  to  be  because  of  an 
increase  in  illegal  manufacture  in 
the  UK. 

The  Customs  and  Excise 
annual  report  also  shows  that 
VAT  and  other  duties  collected, 
rose  in  real  terms  by  4 . 7  per  cent , 
toover£l,973m.  During  the  year 
443,000  visits  were  made  to  VAT 
registered  traders  discovering 
underdeclarations  of  £614m  and 
overdeclarations  of  £14m. 


Luxembourg 
for  Numark 
in  1989 

The  1989  Numark  Convention  will 
take  place  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Luxembourg  from  Wednesday, 
March  29  to  Sunday  April  2. 

Delegates  will  be  based  in  the 
luxurious  5-star  Inter-Continental 
Hotel,  which  sports  a  health  club, 
including  indoor  swimming  pool 
and  sauna.  The  cost  per  person 
for  the  five  days  and  four  nights 
will  be  £385.  In  addition  to  the 
scheduled  flight  from  London 
Airport,  there  will  also  be  a 
charter  flight  from  Manchester. 

The  programme  of  events  will 
include  the  chairman's  reception 
at  Junglinster,  an  excursion  to 
Vianden  in  the  Ardennes  via  Petit 
Suisse,     wine     tasting  in 


Better  economic  news  and  takover  bid  activity  led  the  UK 
stock  market  to  stage  a  strong  recovery  over  the  past  month, 
despite  little  support  from  other  markets. 

Total  returns  from  the  All-Share  Index  stood  at  4.3  per  cent 
in  September,  while  the  health  and  household  sector 
performed  even  better,  largely  because  of  improved  sentiment 
towards  Glaxo.  Good  1988  results  dispelled  fears  of  an 
imminent  showdown  at  Glaxo  and  encouraging  news  emerged 
on  its  anti-migraine  product.  Its  results  reflected  strong  sales 
growth,  which  translated  into  a  12  per  cent  growth  in  pre-tax 
profits  of  £832m  (£746m)  despite  a  54  per  cent  increase  in 
research  and  development  costs  of  £230m.  Its  anti-ulcer  drug, 
Zantac,  accounted  for  nearly  half  of  sales,  mainly  in  the  US. 

Also  propelling  the  sector  forward  is  the  bid  speculation 
surrounding  Smith  &  Nephew,  although  analysts  at  broking 
house  Warburgs  discount  that  view  as  unfounded. 

London  International  Group  also  staged  a  recovery,  mainly 
fuelled  by  bid  hopes  following  their  profits  warning  at  their 
annual  meeting.  Suspicions  that  growth  in  the  condoms  market 
was  slowing  were  confirmed  by  the  board,  which  said  that  first 
half  results  to  September  were  unlikely  to  match  last  year's. 
The  news  precipitated  a  mini-crisis  of  confidence  in  the 
company,  and  brokers  are  now  casting  around  for  likely 
predatorial  candidates. 

Beecham's  former  outperformance  has  slithered  to  a  halt, 
as  worries  continue  about  the  setback  to  clinical  trials  of  the 
potential  anti-hypertensive  compound,  cromakalim. 

Wellcome  watchers  are  paying  a  lot  of  attention  to  the 
clinical  development  of  potential  anti-aids  drug,  Imuthiol,  a 
compound  of  the  French  pharmaceutical  company,  Institut 
Meroux,  following  an  article  in  The  Lancet  two  weeks  ago  about 
its  success  in  initial  trial. 

Analysis  of  large  controlled  trials  in  the  US  is  expected  early 
in  December  and  there  are  on-going  trials  in  Germany  and 
France. 

Naturally  any  anti-aids  competition  to  Wellcome  will  be 
reflected  in  the  company's  share  price. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Wormeldange,  the  capital  of 
Reisling,  a  river  cruise  on  the 
Moselle,  a  visit  to  the  Roman 
town  of  Trier  in  Germany  and  the 
Numark  Gala  Dinner,  as  well  as 
the  Numark  conference  with  its 
papers  and  the  "Meet  the  Trade" 
session. 


Seminar 
on  scent 

A  course  for  pharmacy  staff  on 
"Perfumes  and  fragrances"  run 
by  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  is  to  be  held  at  the 
offices  of  Bush  Boake  Allen  Ltd, 
Walthamstow,  London  starting  at 
9.30am  on  October  26. 

Presented  by  David  Williams 
of  the  Perfumery  Education 
Centre,  the  course  is  designed  to 
give  a  sound,  unbiased  working 
knowledge  of  all  perfume  types, 


ingredients  and  fragrance  notes. 
The  cost  is  £56.35  including 
coffee,  buffet  lunch  and  tea  — 
booking  forms  from  NPA  Training 
Department,  Mallinson  House,  St 
Albans  AL1  3NP. 

Tuesday,  October  18 

South  Clwyd  Branch,  RPSGB.  at  the 

Postgraduate  Centre,  Maelor 
Hospital,  Wrexham  at  8.15pm.  A  talk 
on  calcium  antagonists. 
Leicestershire  Branch,  RPSGB,  At  the  lecture 
theatre,  Postgraduate  Medical 
Centre,  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary  at 
8pm.  Lecture  on  heart  failure  by  Dr 
J.E.F.  Pohl,  Consultant  Physician  to 
the  Leicestershire  Hospitals. 

Thursday,  October  20 

Bedfordshire  Branch.  RPSGB,  at  the 
Coach  &  Horses,  Barton  Le  Clay  at 
8pm.  Talk  on  the  pharmaceutical 
aspects  of  veterinary  practice.  Coffee 
at  approx.  9.30pm. 
Chesterfield  Branch,  NPA,  joint  meeting 
with  local  branch  of  the  RPSGB  at  The 
Chesterfield  Royal  Hospital,  Calow, 
Chesterfield  at  7.30pm.  with  a  free 
buffet.  Speaker  Mr  Bob  Onley,  local 
PSNC  representative. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


RIVERSIDE  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

ST  STEPHEN'S  HOSPITAL,  FULHAM  ROAD, 
CHELSEA,  LONDON  SW10 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN  (SPECIALIST) 

Starting  salary  at  3rd  point  of  scale  (at  least) 
Are  you 

★  bored  with  the  same  old  routine? 

★  looking  for  extra  experience  (and  rewards)? 

★  wanting  more  responsibility? 

★  going  to  apply  for  senior  posts  within  a  year  or  two? 

★  applying  for  senior  posts  but  confronting  more  experienced  candidates? 

If  the  answer  to  any  of  the  above  is  yes,  then  consider  our  two  unusual  non-rotational  posts: 

1 .  Compounding  (sterile  and  non-sterile) 

Directly  responsible  to  the  Chief  Technician  (Patient  Services),  you  will  require  the  ability  to 
organise  day-to-day  running  of  the  unit  under  minimal  supervision  and  will  assist  in  the 
training  of  rotational  technical  staff.  (Experience  of  TPN  cytotoxic  reconstitution  and  non- 
sterile  product  preparation  advantageous). 

2.  Purchasing/Pre-packing  supervision 

Opportunity  to  develop  managerial  skills.  Wide  range  of  duties,  including  assisting 
management  of  stores,  purchasing,  running  district  pre-packing  Unit,  supervising  distribution 
of  stock  to  community  clinics,  and  some  input  into  training  of  rotational  staff. 
(SALARY  FOR  BOTH  POSTS:  £7,076-£8,085  inc.  London  Weighting) 

Services  will  be  provided  from  St.  Stephen 's  well  into  1 989. 

Further  information/informal  visit:  'phone  Wendy  Lucas/Allan  Karr  on  01-352  9105. 
APPLICATION  FORM/JOB  DESCRIPTION:  write  to  Personnel  Dept  at  the  above 
address  or  'phone  our  24-hour  ansaphone  number,  01  -725  7027. 


EQUIPMENT  FOR  SALE 


KIS  MAGNUM  MINI  LAB 


GOOD  CONDITION 
CAN  BE  SEEN  WORKING 
PRICE  £6,500 

Contact: 
P.S.  RICHARDSON 
PHOTO  EXPRESSIONS 
091  5142050 


COMPUTER  SYSTEM 

AND  WAREHOUSE 
SHELVING  FOR  SALE 

Computer  system  with  Multi-User  function  to  include  3 
fast  printers  and  1 0  terminals.  Software  to  include  full 
invoicing,  purchase  ledger,  stock  control,  payroll  and 

purchase  ordering  system. 
Data  files  already  created  with  full  details  of  Chemist 
outlets  within  the  M25  circle.  Ideal  for  Chemist 
wholesaler  or  Cash  'n'  Carry. 
Metal  warehouse  shelvings  and  pallet  racking  for  sale. 
For  details  contact: 
JAG  on  01-961  6611 
or01-741  4189. 
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LABELS 

1  Take  y  oui 

t  pick!* 

"The  Ultimate  in  pharmacy  labelling..." 

"Versatile"  "Uncomplicated" 
"IBM  PC  Compatible"  "Quality  Software" 


NOW:  also  available  with  patient  records 


:ibc: 


Computer  Systems  Limited 


Village  Workshops,  Prestwich,  Manchester  M25  8WB. 
ENQUIRIES:  061  773  7909 


NEON  WINDOW  PRESCRIPTION 

SIGNS  (&  Others) 
Faylite  Ltd. 

5  Meeting  House  Lane,  Berkswell,  Warwickshire. 
021-359  1934. 


SHOPFITTINGS 


Shopfitting  styles 
for  modern  selling 


*  Individual  styling 

*  Attractive  designs 

*  System  based 

*  Unsurpassed  quality 

*  Limitless  choice  of  finishes 


*  Dispensary  fittings 

*  Incredible  space  saving 

*  Easy  access  and  vision 

*  No  jamming.  No  fall  out 

*  Competitive  prices 


a 


Apeils  Systems  Limited, 
Unit  P,  Kingsway  Ind.  Estate 
Kingsway,  Luton,  Beds  LU  1  1LP 
Telephone:  Luton  (0582)  4571  1 1 


APEILS  ' 


;AMA 


Lux  Line 

SHOPFITTERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACY 

REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS, 
SHOPFRONTS,  ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE, 
NPA  &  NUMARK  APPROVED. 
SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 
LUXLINE  LTD 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS. 
TEL:  0525-381356 


IEXDRUM 

L-STOREFITTERS-J 


0626  •  834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN.  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 


A  range  of  labelling  programs  for  your 
IBM  compatible  PC 

•  SHADOW  LABELLING  -  £99.95 

•  SHADOW  PLUS  -  £199.95 

•  PATIENT  RECORDS  -  £295.95 

•  PATIENT  RECORDS  PLUS  -  £399.95 

•  SHADOW  CONTROL  DOSAGE  - 

to  help  you  win  more  business  from  nursing  homes 

£695.95 


SHADOW  SOFT 

27  Waterloo  Place 


I      Leamington  Spa 
Tel:  36485/6 

a  division  of  IMAGE  MICROSYSTEMS  Ltd. 


John  Richard! on 
Computer!  Lid 


►  In  Pharmacy  Labelling 

►  In  Auto-Order  Stor  k  Control 

►  In  Customer  Service 


►  In  Systems  Development 


Full  patient  records  with  drug  interactions 

FREEPOST,  Preston  PR 5  (iBR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 


Simply 
the  best 


I  A  FULL  RANGE  OF  COMPUTER 
LABELLING  SYSTEMS 

i  PATIENT  MEDICATION 
RECORD  LABELLING 

Either  full  system  or  program  only 

I  FREE  DIRECT 
ORDER  ENTRY  TO  VeStriC 

Contact  David  Coleman  or  Mike  Spnnce  MPS , 
for  a  demonstration  or  trial 
PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD 

1 83  Great  Howard  Street.  Liverpool  L3  7DL 
Telephone  051  298  2233 


THE  ONLY  NPA  RECOMMENDED  COMPUTER  LABEL  SYSTEM 


□gazn  igi  ggggazi  r«'^i:iraH:i>^iHKfflmi.m.r«r.T 
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QUALITY  LABELS  delivered  in  14  DAYS* 

OR  NO  CHARGE — 

Thai's  the 
PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 
PARK  PRINTING,  183  GREAT  HOWARD  STREET 

""■mSfcHUN  2233 

•  own  »mmi  id  me  MMNuum  otmYHmmutomasmovmB). 

Chemists  say 

IMP! 


One  of  the  largest  ever  DUMP 
campaigns  is  underway  in  North 
and  West  Yorkshire  and 
Humberside.  About  1,200 
pharmacies  are  taking  part  in  the 
campaign  which  runs  until 
October  22. 

Roger  Odd ,  manager  of  Hull  a 
branch  of  Boots  and  one  of  the 
organisers,  told  C&D  that 
combining  counties  had  resulted  in 
useful  radio  and  television 
publicity  over  a  large  area.  Local 
radio  and  newspapers  had 
publicised  the  "How  to  take 
medicines"  leaflet  available 
through  pharmacies  and  the 
campaign  had  been  regularly 
publicised  on  Yorkshire 
Television's  "Snippets" 
programme. 

Among  the  unwanted 
medicines  collected  so  far  have 
been  75,000  discontinued 
slimming  aid  tablets  handed  in  by 
the  agent  and  59  bottles  of  out-of- 
date  insulin. 


The  winner  of  the  national 
final  of  Unichem 's  "Driver  of 
the  year ' '  competition ,  Peter 
McPhee.  Mr  McPhee  is  based 
at  the  Livingston  Depot  and 
has  been  driving  for  Unichem 
for  nearly  three  years .  He 
received  £400  and  a  trophy 
from  sponsors  Godfrey  Davis 
and  is  pictured  (left)  receiving 
his  trophy  from  Kelvin  Hide, 
operations  director  for 
Unichem 


Michelle  McConville  from  Belfast,  and  a  graduate  of  Aston,  is  pictured 
in  the  information  department  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  where  she  is  mid-way  through  the  first  six  months  of  her 
preregistration  year.  She  will  spend  the  final  period  in  retail  with  NPA 
Board  member  fo  King  and  is  the  first  graduate  to  do  such  a 
preregistration  sandwich  —  the  NPA  has  appointed  two  ladies  to  the 
same  training  next  year.  Says  Michelle:  '  'I  chose  the  NPA  because  I 
thought  I  would  get  the  best  experience.  In  my  first  13  weeks  I  've  learnt 
more  than  for  a  long  time,  particularly  on  law  and  ethics. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Management 
shuffle  at 
BRC 

Blue  Ridge  Care,  the  Consett- 
based  nappy  manufacturer,  have 
announced  a  number  of 
organisational  changes,  chiefly  in 
manufacturing. 

David  Langston  remains 
chairman  and  managing  director 
with  Bill  Connolly  and  John  Pringle 
as  the  senior  executives.  Taking 
on  broad  new  responsibilities  are 
Alan  Whittaker,  production 
manager,  John  Hewitson, 
engineering  manager  and  Eddie 
Kirtley,  quality  assurance 
manager.  Jim  Clough,  formerly 
over  manufacturing,  is  leaving  the 
company. 

Blue  Ridge  have  recently 
received  certification  from  the 
British  Standards  Institute  under 
the  5750  standard. 

Keystone  Europe  After  14  years  with 
Keystone  Europe,  managing 


director  Harry  Dodds  has  decided 
to  leave  to  set  up  his  own  company 
with  his  son  Alan.  Replacing  Mr 
Dodds  as  managing  director  is 
Tony  Levis  a  vice-president  of 
Keystone  Camera  Products 
Corporation.  Mr  Levis  was  with 
Polaroid  Corporation  for  11  years 
before  joining  Keystone  in  1987. 
Axel  "Tom"  Flaig,  a  former 
Polaroid  (UK)  employee  is  joining 
Keystone  as  general  manger  and 
director  of  European  sales.  He  is 
expected  to  be  appointed  as 
director  of  UK  sales  very  shortly. 

Janssen  Pharmaceutical  Ltd:  Richard 
Allcorn  has  been  appointed 
medical  information  officer  within 
the  medical  department.  Richard 
qualified  as  a  pharmacist  in  1984 
after  studying  at  Leicester  and  has 
a  DPhil  in  Pharmacology. 

L'Oreal:  Mr  Lindsay  Owen-Jones 
has  been  appointed  chairman  and 
chief  executive  officer.  Mr  Marc 
Ladreit  de  Lacharriere  has  been 
confirmed  as  executive  vice- 
president  and  a  member  of  the 
board.  Mr  Charles  Zviak,  who  has 
been  chairman  since  1984, 
announced  last  year  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  continue  in  the  post. 


First  four 
get  PhD's 

The  first  four  pharmacists  in  the 
UK  to  complete  a  postgraduate 
diploma  course  in  clinical 
pharmacy  were  presented  with 
their  diplomas  on  Monday. 

They  are:  Catherine  Oxley; 
Jennifer  Lee;  Julia  Taylor;  and 
Kevin  Gibbs,  who  were  resident 
pharmacists  at  Derbyshire  Royal 
Infirmary  while  taking  the  course. 
They  are  now  all  staff 
pharmacists.  Mrs  Oxley  works  at 
Hallamshire  Hospital,  Sheffield, 
Miss  Lee  at  Doncaster  Royal 
Infirmary,  Miss  Taylor  at  Newark 
General  Hospital  and  Mr  Gibbs  at 
Queen  Alexandra  Hospital, 
Portsmouth. 

The  course,  developed  in 
conjunction  with  the  Welsh  School 
of  Pharmacy,  was  established  in 
1986  and  involves  about  one  day  a 
week  over  two  years.  Half  the  day 
is  spent  in  lectures  and  case 
presentations,  the  other  half  in 
ward-related  work.  It  is  intended 
as  a  vocational  course  with 
practical  applications  for  hospital 
pharmacists. 

Other  postgraduate  diploma 
courses  in  clinical  pharmacy 
started  last  year  at  Sunderland, 
where  community  pharmacists 
are  also  eligible,  and  at 
Nottingham.  The  initiative  taken 
by  Derby  and  the  Welsh  School  of. 
Pharmacy  has  led  to  the 
establishment  of  links  with  the 
University  of  Illinois  College  of 
Pharmacy,  Chicago,  where  the 
diploma  is  now  recognised  as  an 
entry  into  the  "Doctor  of 
Pharmacy"  (Pharm  D)  degree, 
which  should  be  available  from 
1989-90. 


The  Natural  Medicines  Society  has 

published  a  leaflet  outlining 
therapies  that  may  help 
tranquilliser  addicts  reduce  their 
dependence.  The  leaflet  is  free 
(enclose  a  6V2UI  by  9V2UI  stamped 
addressed  envelope).  Natural 
Medicines  Society  Secretariat, 
Edith  Lewis  House,  Back  Lane, 
Ilkeston,  Derbyshire DE78EJ. 
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Today,  more  than  ever,  women  are 
aware  of  the  importance  of  calcium  in 
their  diets.  And  if  there  is  one  product 
that  has  spearheaded  this  awareness, 
that  product  is  Calcia. 

Well  developed,  well  marketed  and 
well  promoted,  Calcia  has  proved  itself 
a  winner. 

You  can't  afford  not  to  stock  it. 


E  C  Marketing,  Park  Road,  Overseal, 
Burton-on-Trent,  Staffordshire  DE12  6JT 
Tel  0283  221616 


With  the  peak  selling  period  for 
batteries  rapidly  approaching  once  again, 
the  news  from  'Kodak'  is  all  good. 

Making  the  headlines  are  the  syper 


Besides  all  these  pack  offers  for  your 
customers,  there  are  also  excellent  case 
discounts  and  easy  payment  terms  for  you. 

Add  to  this  superb  promotional  cam- 
paign all  the  confidence  that  stems  from 
a  name  synonymous  with  quality  and  re- 
liability, and  you  can  see  why  you  and  your 


TRA 


customers  will  be  asking  for  one  make  of 
battery  this  Christmas  .  .  .  who  else  but 
'Kodak'. 


on-pack  offers  for  'Kodak'  XTRALIFE  and 
Kodak'  PHOTOLIFE  AA  size-BUY  4  AND  GET 
2  FREE  -  and  for  'Kodak'  XTRALIFE  D  and  C 


Kodak 


PHOTOVALOt 


two 


sizes  -  BUY  3  AND  GET  ONE  FREE.  Great 
news  for  your  customers  -  especially  at 
Christmas  when  impact  is  so  important. 

There's  a  superb  offer  on  all  sizes  of 
'Kodak'  High  Power  batteries;  they're  now 


For  further  information  on  'Kodak' 
batteries,  please  contact  Debbie  Inglis  at 


WHO'S  ALWAYS  GOOD  NEWS? 


SRP  99p,  making  them  one  of  the  most 
competitively  priced  ranges  on  the  market. 

There's  also  a  special  'Kodak'  High 
Power  multi-pack  offer  of  six  batteries  for 
the  price  of  five. 

The  story  doesn't  end  there.  For  a 
limited  period  only,  'Kodak's'  unique  lithium 
powered  ULTRALIFE  9  volt  battery,  is  at  the 
special  SRP  of  £2.99.  As  the  best  performer 
in  its  field,  this  high  profit  earner  is  now 
even  more  attractive  to  both  you  and  your 
customers. 


Ultra  Technologies,  Kodak  House,  PO  Box  66, 
Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts 
HP1  1JU,  or  call  0442  61122. 


£3 


Kodak,  Photolife,  Xtralife 
and  Ultralife  are  trade  marks. 


WHO  ELSE  BUT  'KODAK'  BATTERIES. 


